Hatley Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting - May 8th 2006
M I N U T E S
To be approved on at the AGM on 15th May 2007

1. Apologies – None received. DCllr Mrs Elsby, 4 Electors attended
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of July 5th 2005 – the Meeting noted these had been approved at the Council’s September meeting 2005. The Minutes of the meeting of March 7th having been circulated were agreed and signed as a true record by the Chairman.

3. Matters Arising - None
4. Chairman's Report – The Chairman delivered her report on the activities of the Parish Council over the year. The major events of the year had been the Parish Council taking on responsibility for the Village Hall and the restoration of St Denis’ Church. The Chairman offered the Council’s thanks to Peter Mann, Nicola Jenkins and Carmen Norman for their great work with the village website. She offered thanks to Mr & Mrs Ball for their work on the play equipment and thanks to the retiring Councillors Jeremy Ridgway and Laurence Drake for their work on the Council and to her fellow Councillors for their efforts and support over the year.
5. Hatley Village Hall Annual Report – The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had taken on the responsibility for the Hall for a trial period of two years. A Hiring Agreement was in place and the Cricket Club had been allowed to use the Hall gratis. It had been redecorated. She thanked Lin Perry for al her help over the year and offered thanks to Mr & Mrs Alexander who had donated a sign.
6. Hatley Villages Committee Annual Report – The Clerk read the report from Margot Eagle on the fundraising and other events held over the year.
7. St. Denis' Church Local Nature Reserve Management Committee Annual Report – The Church had now been restored and it was reported that both the company involved, Haymills, wished to hold an Open Day to show off their work. Mrs Dixon reported that the PCC was anxious to mark the restoration in some way. Mr Grimshaw was to be congratulated for his efforts on behalf of the Church.
8. Little Gransden Consultative Committee - Report from Representative – Mrs Ward reported on the meeting held recently.
9. Gransden Lodge Consultative Committee - Report from Representative – the Minutes of the recent meeting had been circulated.
10.
Hatley Website Group – Report from Representative – Mrs Jenkins reported the website had continued to improve over the year. A small cadre of residents kept it up to date.
11.
Report from County Councillor – The Clerk mentioned a number of issues relating to the work of the County Council over the year. 
12.
Report from District Councillors – Cllr Mrs Elsby thanked residents for their continued support in the recent election and reported on matters of interest from the District Council over the last year.
13.
The Chairman proposed and Cllr Astor proposed – with all in favour – the following 

a)
To approve the Financial Statement of the Parish Council for period ending                                       

31st March 2006
b)
To approve the following Audit Statement: 

We acknowledge as the Members of Hatley Parish Council our responsibility for the preparation of the accounts and confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the Council's accounts for the year ended 31 March 2006 that:

1. we have approved the accounts which have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations and proper practices

2. we have maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption 

3. we have taken all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulation and codes of practice which could have a significant financial effect on the ability of the Council to conduct its business or on its finances 

4. we have provided proper opportunity for the exercise of elector's rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations

5. we have carried out an assessment of the risks facing the Council and have taken appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required 

6. we have maintained an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the Council’s accounting records and control systems

7. we have taken what we consider to be appropriate action on all matters raised in previous reports from the internal or external auditors 

8. we have considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year end, have a financial impact on the Council and where appropriate have included them in the statement of accounts.

14.
To note the position on the Clerk’s Remuneration – The Meeting noted that the Clerk was happy to continue with no remuneration.

15.
Questions from the Public

A number of issues were raised by Electors present including issues relating to speeding and road maintenance. A Litter Pick was to be organised later in the year.

16.
Time & Date of Next Annual General Meeting – The next APM will be on May 14th 2007.
