Hatley Parish Council

Planning Meeting 

September 27th 2004 at 7.00 pm

M I N U T E S
1. Apologies - None
2. Declarations of Interest: 

Cllr Astor declared a prejudicial interest and did not attend the meeting.
3.       To Consider the following planning application/s:

S/1878/04/F
Lady Astor

Conversion of Barn into Dwelling at Long Lane Farm, East Hatley

Following discussion Councillors agreed to OBJECT to the application
4.
To note the time of the closure of the Meeting

The meeting was closed at 19.10pm
Notes: 

Members of the Public are allowed to attend the Meeting but may only speak at the Invitation of the Chairman.

This is the response of Hatley Parish Council to the consultation request dated Sept 16th 2004. The item was discussed at an Open Meeting of the Council on Sept 27th 2004.

The Parish Council OBJECTS to the application.

1. On a technical detail the application is in the name 'Lady Astor'. This lady is not involved in the application and indeed the applicant is Mrs Stella Wilkinson who owns the site rather than as stated the 'Astor Estates'. Furthermore she does not reside at the address given. Part 2c is not reflected accurately in that there is no blue line property mapped on the enclosed information. Parish Councillors were concerned about these points and I have been asked to point out that the feudal era is, in fact, over.

2. The site lies well outside the village framework by some very considerable distance and is situated in extremely open countryside with long views in every direction. LP Policy SE8 restricts residential development outside the village framework.

3. The effect of the proposal on the character and appearance of the countryside was considered by Councillors. The building is not of any architectural or historic merit. The proposal would require substantial alterations. The development would introduce an alien domestic curtilage into the open countryside. Policies Sp P1/3, P7/4, LP Policy EN1 and the objective of PPG7 would be breached.

4.The District Council requires redundant agricultural buildings in the countryside to be considered for business use (if at all) rather than domestic. The absence of an alternative use for this site other than for agricultural uses does not warrant the grant of permission for residential development which in itself would be contrary to the development plan and national planning policy objectives.

5. Concern was expressed regarding foul drainage. This site is at or near the head of waters in the Parish and beyond and extremely sensitive to pollution. It was felt a biodisc/septic tank arrangement would not address this.

6. Councillors expressed grave concerns over the precedent this would present not only in the Parish (where a similar site, Barn Farm, has been dismissed on appeal for the fourth time in ten years), but also in the District as a whole.

7. District Council is urged by Parish Councillors to reject the application in line with District, County and national policies.

Yours sincerely

Sebastian Kindersley

Clerk
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