Hatley Parish Council

Planning Meeting 

March 10th 2005 Village Hall 7.00pm
Minutes

1. Apologies. None received. DCllr Mrs Elsby + 11 electors attended

2. Declarations of Interest: 

Members must declare ANY interest they have prior to the discussion of the item or as soon as they realise they have an interest in any item. If the Member judges that, in their own opinion,  their interest may be perceived by a member of the Public as a prejudicial interest the Member must declare the interest and also withdraw from the meeting.

Cllrs Mrs Ward and Mrs Jenkins both declared prejudicial interests in the business of the meeting and withdrew from the Hall. 

3.       To Consider the following planning application/s:

Application for outline planning permission to erect one dwelling and garage adjacent to 38 East Hatley for Mr & Mrs Ward.

The Clerk drew members attention to several District Local Plan policies including SE8 and SE5. He reminded Councillors that this was an outline application and therefore was to agree or not the principle of development of the site only.

Council made the following comments:

1.
It was of supreme importance that the framework is not breached. There seemed to be discrepancy between the site maps in that the framework boundary was shown to end opposite two different points on the other side of the road on two different maps. Concerns were also expressed about the drawing of the framework which appeared to ignore the logical line formed by the boundary of No 38. It was accepted however that this was not a matter the Council could now change.

2.
The view across the meadow to the listed building of St Denis’ also needed to be respected as it was core to this part of the village. It was noted that the Appeal Inspector in 1988 considering a similar application had used this as a basis for dismissing the appeal.

3. There were grave concerns expressed about the edge of the village losing the soft edge that Policy SE9 was designed to protect.

4.
There would need to be adequate parking/garaging made available so that no vehicles would be left on the road, as congestion of the road is already a problem.

5.
An elector drew Council’s attention to the County Definitive Map of footpaths in the Parish and Council noted that FP No 13 was shown as clipping the corner of the present garage. There was debate about whether the application could be granted if any eventual building stopped up the footpath. The Clerk advised that the Rights of Way Officer at the County would be consulted.

6.
Concerns were raised about the loss of habitat (hedgerow) and possible effects on protected species including Great Crested Newts.

7. 
Concerns were also expressed about the potential impact on neighbouring properties opposite the site in terms of overlooking and loss of privacy.

Decision:

The Parish Council was to make no recommendation as it would be wrong to decide an  application that was inaccurate in terms of something as basic as a discrepancy between maps affecting where the actual framework line ran.
It was agreed to write to the District Council making this point and outlining the other concerns that had been raised. 

4.
To note the time of the closure of the Meeting

The Meeting closed at 8.05pm

Notes: 

Members of the Public are allowed to attend the Meeting but may only speak at the Invitation of the Chairman.

These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman. They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

