Hatley Parish Council

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on November 4th 2002.

1. Present:

Cllrs Ward, Astor, Drake. Cllr Dixon in the Chair, Clerk Kindersley. Apologies from D/CCllr Wilson and Cllr Ridgway. 5 Electors. 

2. The Clerk read the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the Council held on September 9th 2002. Minute 2 (Barn Farm East Hatley) was amended with the addition of ''..although this was disputed' and the minutes were then agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising:

None

4. Planning:

It was noted that the application for Barn Farm East Hatley had been withdrawn and that planning permission for Moat Farm had been granted with the inclusion of all conditions requested by the Council.

5. Correspondence

Previously circulated.

6. Finance

Cllr Drake proposed that payment should be made for £6846.73 VAT inclusive to Set-Up Scenery for the play equipment. Cllr Astor seconded and carried.

Clerk reported that VAT repayment of £1019.73 had been received from Customs & Excise. Cllr Drake reported that this may be requested by Awards for All unless it was used to pay for something extra such as seating around the play equipment.

Clerk reported a Recycling credit from South Cambridgeshire District Council for £43.69.

7. Playing Equipment

Cllr Drake reported the equipment was now installed and made the following points:


ROSPA had inspected and passed the equipment following minor adjustments.


An officer from SCDC would inspect the equipment before the grant was paid.


Discussion took place over possible damage to the flooring by grasscutting.


A formal opening ceremony performed by local children was arranged for Saturday November 23rd and Clerk undertook to send a press release to local papers. A leaflet inviting all residents to attend would be distributed house to house. 

Congratulations were offered to Cllr Drake for all the work and effort he had put in to manage the project. 

Chairman reported that Chris Ball was prepared to perform a weekly inspection of the equipment and it was agreed to purchase a book to record this and to have advice from ROSPA on a list of weekly checks that should be done. IN addition a monthly check by a Parish Councillor was agreed. Agreed that Mr Ball should be paid £5 per week, payable on invoice. Agreed to get quotes for a palisade type fence around the equipment.

8. St Denis' Church

Clerk reported further storm damage to the east apex.

9. Freedom of Information Act

Cllr Astor proposed and Cllr Dixon seconded the following motion:

"This Council does not adopt any further Freedom of Information schemes as every part of the Council's business is already public and open".

Motion carried.

10. Clerk's Pay & Conditions

At the request of Cllr Ward discussion took place over the conditions of employment of the Clerk. Clerk reported that he was happy with the status quo i.e. that he was a volunteer and that the work necessary to instigate and execute a monthly salary would be onerous. It was agreed to refer this matter to the AGM of the Council.

11. Lt Gransden Airfield Consultative Committee

Chairman reported that the last meeting had been held at Hatley and that the complaints form had been discussed. The next meeting would be at Fuller's Hill on a date to be advised. The Gliding Club meeting was due to be held the following week.

It was agreed to write to South Highways Division of Cambs County Council complaining about the state of the uneven road in Tadlow.

Agreed to invite PC Martin Drury to attend the AGM if possible.

The matter of a recent domestic fire in East Hatley that necessitated attendance by the Fire Brigade was discussed. Concern was expressed about potential blockage of the road by badly parked and/or oversized vehicles. Concern was also expressed about the whereabouts of the fire hydrants, as residents were not aware of their location and neither it transpired were the fire personnel.

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9pm. The next meeting of the Council will be held on January 6th 2003. 

These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman. They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

