Hatley Parish Council

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on September 9th 2002.

1. Present:

Cllrs Ward, Ridgway, Astor, Drake. Cllr Dixon in the Chair, Clerk Kindersley, D/CCllr Wilson, 5 Electors. To assist Mr Wilson items for his attention were discussed first.

2. Planning: S/1696/02/F  Mrs E Mitcham at Barn Farm East Hatley.

Substantial discussion took place on the application. The following points were made:

The village stopline was not an issue as it was accepted this was proposed development in the countryside.

The design of the building was not attractive.

The building was not worthy of conversion.

The conversion would be setting a precedent for other parts of the village.

It was felt that business use would be less intrusive.

A condition should be imposed removing the derelict machinery and rubble.

Councillors did not wish to take a vote but asked that all the comments made be repeated to the Planning Director.

3. St Denis' Church

Councillor Wilson reported that the situation had not changed although a new Conservation Manager was now in post and hopefully action would start shortly.

4. The Clerk read the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the Council held on July 1st 2002. The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising:

1. It was reported that the new Hatley bus service seemed to be quote busy.

2. Chairman reported that the Church Clearup day would be October 6th 2002.

3. Chairman reported Oxfam's thanks for the £40 donation.

6. Correspondence:

All correspondence had been previously circulated and a letter from the Library Service stopping the Hatley St George service and moving the time of the East Hatley service was noted.

7. Annual General Meeting

In order for the Annual Audit to take place Council agreed the Minute from the AGM of May 20th 2002 agreeing the Accounts for  the year ending 31st March 2002. [Normally Council agrees minutes from one AGM at the next]. The Minute is as follows and will be Minute number 9:

"The Clerk reported the Parish Council's income and expenditure for the period ending March 31st 2002  to the Meeting. These were approved by the Council and the Ledger was signed by the Clerk and the Chairman."

Cllr Ridgway proposed and Cllr Astor seconded - all in agreement.

8.
A
Appointment of an External Auditor

In order to sign the Statement of Assurance the Council must appoint an Internal Auditor who has responsibility for being another level of 'check' on the Council. It must be a person unconnected with the Council. There is no insurance implication. Further points highlighted below in 6.B.5.

Barry Wilsher has volunteered. 

Cllr Ridgway proposed, Cllr Astor seconded, all in favour and carried.

B
In order for the Annual Accounts to be audited the Parish Council must sign the following Statement of Assurance:

We acknowledge as the Members of Hatley Parish Council our responsibility for the preparation of the accounts and confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the Council's accounts for the year ended 31 March 2002, that:

1. we have approved the accounts which have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 1996 and proper accounting practice (i.e prepared the Accounts in the way prescribed by law)

2. we have maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption (i.e. made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility for safeguarding public money and resources in its charge)

3. we have taken all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulation and codes of practice which could have a significant effect on the ability of the Council to conduct its business or on its finances (i.e. has only done things that it has the legal power to do and has conformed to codes of practice and standards in the way it has done so)

4. we have carried out an assessment of the risks facing the Council and have taken appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required (i.e. considered all the risks it faces in the operation of the Council and has dealt with them properly)

5. we have appointed an internal auditor who is both competent and who has acted independently from influence by the Council (i.e. arranged for a person unconnected with the Council to check that its activities are properly recorded and carried out)

6. we have taken what we consider to be appropriate action on all matters raised in previous reports from the internal or external auditors (i.e. followed the advice received from its auditors)

7. we have provided proper opportunity for the exercise of elector's rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 1996 (i.e. has given all persons interested the opportunity to inspect and ask questions about the Council's business)

8. we are not aware of any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the end of the financial year being reported, other than those included in the accounts (i.e. disclosed everything it should have about its business during the year including events taking place after the year end if relevant)

Cllr Ridgway proposed, Cllr Astor seconded, all in favour and carried.

8. Play Equipment:

Cllr Drake read a letter from the Council's insurer requesting an annual ROSPA inspection and weekly inspections. Public liability insurance was included in the Council's current policy.

Discussion took place on the timing of the installation.

9. Footpath

Was noted that the footpath between East Hatley and Hatley St. George had been sprayed off. Discussion took place on whether or not to opt out of County Council maintenance but it was felt that would be dangerous from an insurance liability point of view.

10. Jubilee Seat

Cllr Drake proposed that should there be sufficient funds left over from the construction of the play equipment then they should be used to purchase a bench to celebrate the Jubilee near the playground. All in favour.

11. There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9pm. The next meeting of the Council to take place on November 4th 2002.

These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman. They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

