Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting July 5th 2004

MINUTES

Prior to the start of the meeting a presentation of flowers and a gift was made to Joyce Dixon who had retired from the Parish Council in June to mark her contribution to the community over many years as both member of and Chairman of the Parish Council. Very many residents of the community attended as a mark of their appreciation.

1. Election of Chairman

Cllr Drake proposed and Cllr Astor seconded Cllr Mrs Ward as Chairman for the year 2004/5. Agreed.

2. Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr Drake proposed and Cllr Ward seconded Cllr Astor as Vice-Chairman for the year 2004/5. Agreed.

3. All Councillors duly signed the Declarations of Acceptance of Officer.

4. Councillors reviewed their Declarations on the Register of Interests to amend or add if necessary.

5. The Chairman introduced Nick Grimshaw, Conservation Manager of South Cambridgeshire District Council, to the Meeting. Mr Grimshaw updated the meeting with regard to the current situation at St. Denis’ Church. He reported that the initial response from English Heritage (which possibly would fund exterior works with no other use of the building required) had been favourable. The Heritage Lottery Fund (which possibly would fund works within the building on condition a use was found) would require local support and Mr Grimshaw was anxious to ascertain if local people were likely to support a very low key use similar to that at Duxford Chapel. It was noted that the Church had been added to the Buildings at Risk register by English Heritage.

Residents asked Mr Grimshaw a number of questions and it was agreed that a draft letter generally in support of the way laid out by Mr Grimshaw be circulated for further comments. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Grimshaw for attending.


6. Because of pressure on his time  County Councillor Wilson was invited to bring up any matters of relevance. There was a difference of opinion between Cllr Mrs Jenkins and Cllr Wilson over inter-village footpath. Clerk to make inquiries.

A pothole just outside the Village Hall carpark was drawn to Cllr Wilson’s attention.

7. Apologies: D/Cllr Elsby. Cllrs Drake, Astor, Jenkins, Ridgway, Ward attended.  Cllr Mrs Ward in  the Chair, Clerk Kindersley, 21 electors, County Councillor Wilson.

8. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on May 10th 2004. 

The Clerk read the minutes of the meeting of May 10th 2004 which were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman with the addition of ‘PC to monitor’ to item 8.

9. Matters Arising

Chairman reported she had attended the Barn Farm appeal and was generally very happy with the Council’s officer Mr Blazeby’ presentation and arguments. She outlined her dismay at Cllr Wilson’s support for the application, in direct contradiction to both the Parish Council and District Council. 

Clerk reported that Mr Wilsher had supplied the work for and Mr Ball had done the work to the damaged swing. Mr Wilsher intended not to charge and it was yet to be ascertained if Mr Ball was sending in a bill. 

Cllr Dr Drake reported Mr Wilsher was going to make the necessary changes to the fireman’s pole, and asked that a copy of the ROSPA report be sent to the PC insurers.

10.
Hatley Sports & Social Club

Mr Marshall reported that the Club was already £1,800 in deficit this year on top of the  £5k previous deficit. Discussion about the way forward took place. Advertising and possibly another Hatley HeyDay was mentioned. Chairman agreed to meet with the HSSC Committee to discuss co-operation to help support the Social Club.

11.
Finance


Payments to Cambs Acre (£25), ROSPA (£69.33) were authorised.

All Councillors were to be signatories to the bank account – any two to sign with Clerk and Mrs Dixon was happy to remain a signatory until the new forms were completed.

12.
Planning

Clerk reported receipt of the Refusal of Planning Permission issued for Moat Farm, East Hatley. Residents mentioned that highway measurements had been made by contractors around the site entrance.

Clerk reported a response to the Gliding Club’s request for relaxation of condition 4 of planning permission had been circulated and approved by Councillors, acceding to this year’s request but asking that in future it should be as a planning application like everyone else.

Clerk reported that Councillors had been happy to sign on behalf of the PC a letter being organised by Kingston PC objecting to Mr Prescott’s plans for another 18,000 houses in the Cambridge sub-region.

13.
Hatley Website Group

Mrs Jenkins reported to the Council on recent meetings of the Website Group and announced that it was now planned to go live by July 12th. More contributions were called for. The legal disclaimer on each page of PC minutes was read and agreed by the Council. It was agreed any material thought to be contentious would be sent to the Clerk for distribution to all Councillors before it was uploaded onto the website. 

14.
St Denis’ Church

Although most queries and comments had already been covered a number of points were made:

~
Mr Grimshaw needs to arrange the clearance of the scrub inside the security fence as a matter of urgency as local people, those who attend graves within the Churchyard and the PCC were increasingly upset by the state of the area within the boundary. Clerk to follow up urgently.

~
As Mr Starr was ill he was no longer planning to cut the Churchyard. Mrs Dixon asked the PC to note that the mower used was on permanent loan from Mr Day and Mr Starr to the Local Nature Reserve Management Committee. It was agreed the Chairman would give some thought to storage of the mower, and Mr Richardson offered to mow the Churchyard if and when needed. 

~ 
Noted that Mr Richardson had retired from the Local Nature Reserve Management Committee and the Chairman had joined it.

15.
Village Enhancements

The Council agreed to delegate expenditure up to £600 to the Chairman for the purchase of a bench, bin and dog-bin for the area around the play equipment. Mrs Dixon kindly offered to ascertain from the next Parochial Church Council meeting if it would allow the siting of a bench in East Hatley Churchyard.

16.
Questions from the Public

Mr Ball to destroy wasp’s nest on the side of the verge in East Hatley.

Speeding check thru Hatley St George to be requested again.

Noted response from Andrew Lansley MP regarding St Denis’. 

Broadband would be offered throughout the village if not by BT then by SCDC working with Trilogy Telecom.

Agreed letter to Mr Banks thanking him for sorting out the footpath no 11 and asking if the drivers during harvest-time could alert residents via the Clerk about increased traffic down East Hatley so cars could be moved etc. Also ask them to keep speeds down. 

9.
Time & Date of Next Meeting

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.30pm. The next meeting to be on September 13th 2004.
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