Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting 18th November 2008
M I N U T E S
1. Apologies – All Members of the Council were present. District Cllr Mrs Smith and 7 Electors in attendance. 
2. Declarations of Interest. – Cllr Mrs Ward declared a prejudicial interest in Item 7b (Footpath 13).
3.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual General Meeting of May 20th 2008 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4.
Questions from the Public:

Mr Brett raised the visibility of the East Hatley turning. As no landowner was prepared to take responsibility for the hedge it was suggested Mr Brett may wish to take action himself. (Which he did the following day and the line of sight is now excellent).


Mr Mann raised speeding through the village. A discussion of Speedwatch and the Police Panel ensued and it was agreed the Council would be interested in this project. [The Police have now done at least one speed check in the Parish between 8am and 8.30 am on a weekday and there were no speeding vehicles]. Radar signs for speeding to be priced and further details obtained.

For convenience it was agreed that the next AGM and APM should be on May 19th.

5.
Correspondence: to consider any received – The County Council has requested views of the Council in relation to the replacement of the C2 Service with a taxi card scheme. Although it was agreed to support the proposal as there was no alternative it was agreed to ask for the age limit to be the same as that for the concessionary scheme. Mr. Offord was also to be asked his views. 
6.
Finance: 

(a) It was agreed to pay



£309.75 – Oil for VH







£50 – SCDC election expense








£70.50 – Moore Stephens







£2408.75 – Robin Harris








£85.19 – Hatley Park (water bill)








£76.37 – Gordon Denny








£44.90 – Eon








£111.62- N2 (Website)

Cllr Astor proposed and Cllr Keith seconded – all in favour. Cllr Mrs Ward to investigate the high water bill for the Village Hall with Cambridge Water Co.  

(b) 
to note the Annual Return for the period ending 31/03/08 is complete. Noted. 
(c)
to agree Assets Register – agreed Cllr Nickerson to do this and copy to Mrs Jenkins. 
(d)
to undertake Risk Assessment -  to be completed once Assets Register is done. 
7.
Planning 

(a) to discuss any planning matters: Councillors resolved to express their dissatisfaction with the planning progress at both Barn Farm and Moat Farm East Hatley due to two unresolved planning applications. Neighbours to the sites reported on various issues of concern which the Clerk would pass on to the Planning Officer and Environmental Health.   
(b) Councillors noted the correspondence from Mr & Mrs Ward relating to the proposed diversion of Footpath 13. The Council was asked to submit any comments it may wish to make to the applicant before the proposal is formally submitted. It was agreed that although the proposal would not be an ideal solution it nonetheless was a better option that the status quo; and Councillors were of the view that if the formal application was identical to what they had before them they would not object to it.  

(c) NATS – Councillors noted the current position was on the NATS website. The Chairman reported that the view expressed at a recent Gliding Club meeting was that this issue was on the back-burner. 

(d) Councillor noted a current application for a large mixed use development on Station Road Gamlingay; and that if Councillors wish to make any comments they need to do so to SCDC. The Parish Council is not a consultee; and Councillors did not feel they needed to take a position. 
8.
Village Enhancements – 
(a)
Council noted the agreement of SCDC to a grant request by English Heritage to put a floor into St Denis’ Church and make some window repairs.
(b)
Council noted it was unsuccessful in applying for any Minor Highway Improvement Scheme funding. 
(c)
Council noted the East Hatley phone box will be removed. The Hatley St George box removal has been objected to by SCDC and response is awaited from BT as to whether it will appeal this. 

(d)
Road junction at East Hatley - this had been raised at Questions from the Public. 
(e) 
Cllr Nickerson noted the seat on the swings was cracked but it was not an urgent repair. The Rota for inspections was agreed as  Jan – NJ, Feb – HN, Mar – MA, Apr – SK,  May – SW. 

(f)
Cllr Astor reported the tree bench had been prepared and was now awaiting oiling and positioning. The Council expressed thanks to the Estate for providing the tree and to Cllr Nickerson for creating the bench. 
9. 
Hatley Website Group – Mrs. Jenkins reported on recent activities of the Website group and asked for CPALC passwords for access to further info. Clerk to follow up. 
10. 
To receive report from County Councillor & District Councillors; Recent matters of interest were reported by both Cllr Kindersley and Cllr Mrs. Smith. 
11.
There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.20. The forthcoming meetings for the year will be Jan 20th 09, March 24th, May 19th, July 21st. 
These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

