Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting 20th January 2009
MINUTES
1. Apologies: Cllr Bridget Smith (Childcare, report previously submitted). All Councillors present with 8 Electors. 
2. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Astor declared a personal and prejudicial interest as landowner/applicant in 7a and 8a.  

3.
Minutes of the Meeting of 18th November 2008 agreed and signed with the addition of “Radar signs for speeding to be priced and further details obtained” at end of 2nd para item 4 and “to be completed once Asset Register is done” at end of 6d.

Noted that Cllr Nickerson had submitted the completed Asset Register for which the Parish Council expressed thanks. To be kept with the Annual Return.

4.
Questions from the Public:  

(1)
Mr Offord had raised the issue of the C2 Bus which was the only service for Hatley (with 5 Arrington regular users). Despite being weekly the service was fine but the proposed changes by the County would require the use of 4 weeks worth of Taxicard for each return journey. It was suggested that the County should consider issuing more cards or making use of the Taxi service free – which the bus is currently for those of 60+. It further seemed that there was little demand owing to the perceived need to book, buy tickets in advance etc all of which seemed calculated to reduce ease of use. It was agreed to mount a small publicity campaign and inform Mr Mann of the correct scheme details for the website. 
(2)
Mr Mann raised the issue of speeding in the Parish again and referred to the need to establish if, when and for how much Radar signs could be obtained.

(3)
 Mr Mann also raised the issue of  SpeedWatch, noting that there would be a meeting at Eversden on the 21st . Parish Council agreed support for the scheme. 
(4) 
A pothole was reported outside the Old School House. 


5. 
To receive report from County Councillor & District Councillors: Noted. 
6.
Correspondence: to consider any received. None other than regular items that had been circulated. 
7.
Finance: 

(a) to agree any payments required - £61.98 for Water, VH. Proposed by Cllr Keith, seconded by Cllr Jenkins; all in favour. 
(b) to agree the Precept for the forthcoming financial year. Council discussed the precept and – given the balances of the accounts and the state of the economy – agreed to levy no precept for 2009/10. All in favour.  
8.
Planning 

(a) to discuss Planning Application S/2157/08/F: Renovations etc at 1 & 2 Newlands Cottages, Hatley St. George
Cllr Astor, having made a declaration of interest, made a short presentation as the applicant and then withdrew. All Councillors approved the application. 

(b) to discuss any outstanding planning applications – Barn Farm, East Hatley & Moat Farm East Hatley. 

Clerk reported that the Agricultural assessment had been received very recently for Barn Farm. It was agreed that an Extra Planning Meeting would be held on February 3rd to discuss the matter. As the Clerk was already engaged that evening Cllr Astor would take minutes. 

There was nothing further to report on Moat Farm although the Clerk had chased the Planning Officer responsible.  

(c) to discuss the Cricket Club proposals: Cllr Nickerson presented the Cricket Club proposals for a small Pavilion on the Playing Field. Various concerns were raised and answered including those of vandalism, service connection and cost. The insurance premium would be £338 pa at current rates and the fundraising target was £2000. Details to go on the village website. 
9.
Village Enhancements – 

(a) St Denis’ Church – Clerk reported  Conservation Manager is now in post at SCDC.  

10. 
Hatley Website Group – Cllr Jenkins gave a report and it was agreed the Hire Agreement for the Hall would be put on the website. .
11.
The Meeting closed at 8.45pm. Items for the next meeting include a Village Womble to litter pick, Freedom of Information Act, Village Hall as a regular item. Next meeting – March 24th 2009
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