Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting 24th March 2009
MINUTES
1. Apologies: Cllr Bridget Smith. All Councillors present with 8 members of the Public. 
2. Declarations of Interest: Mrs Ward declared a prejudicial interest in items 9(a) and 8(a).
3.
Minutes of the Meeting of January 20th 2009 and Planning meeting of February 3 2009 to be agreed and signed. The Chairman proposed and Vice-Chairman seconded the adoption of these minutes with all in favour. 
4.
Questions from the Public:

a) Mr Mann asked if the Parish Council was likely to support the current Speedwatch proposals. Councillors agreed that they would be in support and the Clerk undertook to write to the Police on the matter.

b) Mr Mann asked if there was any update on St Denis Church – none so far. 

5. 
To receive report from County Councillor & District Councillors: Cllr Kindersley reported on matters of current interest at the District and County Councils. 
6.
Correspondence: to consider any received:
(a) Mr. Miller of 43 East Hatley has conducted a survey of broadband speeds in the village and is asking the PC if it would consider taking up a campaign to persuade BT to improve the service.  The PC discussed this at length and it was agreed to pursue this with the District Council and the CLA (M Astor to follow-up).
(b) Parish Council noted that Police have advised that on March 18 speed checks were conducted in Hatley  between 16:15 - 16:30pm  with 20 cars checked, with an average speed calculated at 32mph.
7.
Finance: 

(a) M Astor proposed, H Nickerson seconded and all agreed to payments required - £67.20 Electricity, VH; £59.65 for CPALC affiliation Fee. 
(b) Asset Register. This was advertised in error in place of the Risk Assessment which would be on the next Agenda.  
(c) Parish Council noted Annual Audit has now been called and signs advertising it will shortly be placed in the Parish. 

8.
Village Hall

(a) To consider the management of the Hall: Mrs Ward has requested that 10% of the fees collected for the Hall be charged by her as a management fee to cover all costs related to her work including travel, time and materials. Parish Council agreed that is was unfair to allow Mrs Ward to continue out of pocket and agreed – subject to clarification from CPALC – that 10% of Hall income was a reasonable reimbursement of costs.  
(b) Parish Council noted that the Village Hall is again given 100% discretionary relief for Rates. 

8.
Planning 

(a) to discuss any planning matters - none
9.
Village Enhancements – 

(a) To note a request from the County Council for comments on proposed diversion of Footpath 13.  Council considered this matter last year following an informal request from the applicant and agreed that there would be no objection to a formal request if it was identical to the one considered by Council. This was the case. Noted. 

(b) To consider a Village “Womble” whereby residents walk the verges picking litter as a group as the verges were not looking good. A litterpick for the forthcoming weekend was arranged. 


(c) To note a new Freedom of Information Act the terms of which the Parish is obliged to adopt. Agreed.
10. 
Hatley Website Group – Mrs Jenkins reported updates to the website and invites Parishioners to attend the AGM on April 28th. 
11.
Clerk – to agree to advertise the position at £ per hour with initial 8 hours per month and appoint Appointment Committee (suggest Chairman, VC and Mrs Jenkins). Agreed. 
12.
To note the time of closure – 8pm. Next meeting – May 19th 2009 Annual Parish Meeting and Annual General Meeting. 
These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

