Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting 17th November 2009
MINUTES
1.
Apologies: Cllr Astor. 3 electors present plus DC Bridget Smith. Present: Cllrs Keith, Nickerson and Jenkins. Sebastian Kindersley, Clerk, joined the meeting at 7.55 pm.

2.
Declarations of Interest: none declared.

The Chairman noted the sad passing of Cllr Sally Ward and expressed the Council’s sorrow and gratitude for her many years of service as a Parish Councillor and its Chairman for several years. A silent tribute was paid to Mrs Ward.

3.
Minutes of the Meeting of 19th September 2009: Mrs Jenkins noted, in Item 2, that she had expressed a personal rather than a prejudicial interest in Item 3 and, Item 11, she had updated the Parish Council on the Hatley website. Having been circulated, the minutes were then proposed as a true record by Mr Nickerson and seconded by Mrs Jenkins. All agreed. 

4.
Minutes of the Planning Meeting of 9th October 2009 having been circulated were proposed as a true record by Mr Nickerson and seconded by Mrs Jenkins. All agreed. 

5.
Questions from the Public:

Mr Peter Mann asked if a cost had been found for a radar trap to curtail speeding through Hatley St George. He suggested four signs were needed, at both ends of the village and outside the Village Hall.
Mr Mann noted that 40 mph stickers were only on one side of wheelie bins in Wimpole and were often not visible to traffic after the bins had been emptied. He asked if the cost of stickers was known. 

Mrs Joyce Dixon reported the potholes near to the water works on the Gamlingay-Croydon road. Mrs Jenkins offered to report these. 

Peter Mann reported that decisions had still not been made on planning applications for Barn Farm and Moat Farm. 

The ‘Hatley St George’ sign at the entrance to the village from the Gamlingay direction had disappeared just a few days after it had been replaced following repair of damage by vandals.  
Peter Mann reported a visit (on 13 November), along with the Hatley SpeedWatch volunteers and Sebastian Kindersley, to Police HQ. He was impressed by their 999 facilities. Hatley was the least troubled area for 999 calls.

6. 
To receive report from County Councillor & District Councillors

The Parish Council received reports from Cllrs Mrs Smith and Kindersley on matters of topical interest from the District & County Councils. 

7.
Correspondence: to consider any received: None 
8.
Finance: 

(a) to agree any payments required: £46 to E-on (VH electricity), N2 (to a max of £50) for Website, £57.50 to Moore Stephens (Audit fee). Proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Mrs Nickerson. All agreed. 
Clerk reported satisfactory completion of Audit for y/e 31/03/09.

9.
Village Hall – to consider any matters relating to the Village Hall: 

The Parish Council was asked to consider the day to day running of the Hall and discussed a way forward to ensure that bookings are handled and that the Hall is managed in an effective and convenient manner.  It was agreed to contact Parishioners who might be interested in the position. It was agreed that the current arrangement of renumeration of 10% of the booking fees was appropriate.
10.
St Denis Church – to consider any matters relating to the Church: 
Mrs Dixon reported that a new PC nominee was sought to join the Management Committee. It was agreed to give Gavin Starr £20 for fuel as a contribution for petrol for mowing. 
11. 
Hatley Website Group – Mrs Jenkins reported on recent developments.
12.
Power Cuts – The Parish Council considered what action to take to address the repeated power cuts in the Parish in the light of a letter of explanation from E-on. It was agreed to monitor the situation. 

13.
Noticeboards – The Parish Council discussed the problem of notices on the Parish telephone poles. It was agreed to put a small note in each Noticeboard informing people of where the key could be obtained.  

14.
Clerk – The Parish Council discussed the further advertising of the Clerks position and noted the current state of affairs. A proposal from LGS services was discussed but it was felt premature to take this forward until adverts had been placed in the Gazette, Chronicle and by CPALC.
15
Parish Council Vacancy: The Parish Council noted this had now been advertised in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972. 

16.
There being no other advertised business the meeting was closed at 8.43pm. Next meeting – January 19th 2010.  
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