Annual Parish Meeting May 18th 2010 7.30pm

Minutes


In attendance : Chairman S Keith, Cllrs M Astor, N Jenkins, A Pinney and H Nickerson, County and District Cllr S Kindersley (from item 5c), Mr George Hay -County Enforcement Officer, 8 members of the public and clerk L Bacon. 
1. Apologies - none

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting May 19th 2009 – Noted signed July 2009

3. Matters Arising - none

4. Chairman’s Annual Report – Chairman S Keith emphasised that Hatley is a small parish and as such does not have the capacity or finance for major projects. Finances are sound, with around £8 500 in the bank.  Due to the appointment of a salaried clerk from Feb 2010, the nil precept of 2010-11 is unlikely to be repeated.  The council has been a “sounding board” for issues such as inadequate broad band, speeding and footpaths. Contentious planning issues this year -1. application for a temporary caravan at Barn Farm 2. the effect on neighbours of the use of land at Moat farm and 3. matters relating to the design of a new house next to Touchwood.
Cllr Sally Ward sadly died during the year.  Cllr Pinney was welcomed in her place.  Joyce Dixon, who served the village in many capacities over the years, has now left the village, her presence will be missed.
5. Reports:-

a. Rights of Way/footpaths – Mr George Hay, County Enforcement Officer attended for this item.  Chairman S Keith introduced this item by explaining that the surrounding area is well provided with footpaths, most of which are well maintained and accessible.  Issues have arisen around footpath 16 – presently blocked as the route is unclear and disputed by the landowner, 11 – inaccessible due to field being cultivated and 13 – blocked in places and runs through gardens.  Mr Hay explained that his department has a very small budget and that the regulations concerning rights of way are very draconian.  Members of the public were invited to ask questions and Mr Hay left after distributing his contact details and inviting those directly affected to contact him to discuss their concerns.  b. St. Denis’s Church Management Committee – In the absence of a report from David Bevan SCDC Conservation Manager, Cllr Jenkins (who has replaced S Ward as the Parish Council representative on the group) gave a verbal report. 2 meetings per year.  Matters discussed included guttering and loose tile repairs, monitoring the condition of the brickwork, arranging “tidy up” sessions and grass cutting – Peter Mann was thanked for his offer to help with this.
c. Little Gransden Aerodrome Consultative Committee – no report Cllr Astor reads the minutes of this group and will report any relevant matters.
d. Hatley Website Group – Cllr Jenkins had circulated report. Thanks expressed to Peter Mann and Ishbel Beatty.
e. Hatley Villages – Cllr Jenkins read a report from Margot Eagle – the committee has scaled down its activities considerably over the last few years.  Open gardens will be held on Sunday 13th June – residents are encouraged to open up their own and visit each others gardens, finishing the day with a barbeque.  Carol singing takes place the week before xmas in both villages to raise money for a local charity.  
f. Village hall - M Marshall provided an income and expenditure summary.  More bookings to be sought by placing advert in the Gazette (clerk to action).  Review rent in Nov.
6. Report from County and District Councillors- apologies from District Councillor Bridget Smith.  Cllr Kindersley spoke about housing issues – proposal being discussed to eventually allow County  to benefit more from the profit on the sale of council houses.  Guided bus way – no positive progress to report.
7. Accounts for the Council period ending 31 March 2010: 

(a) Resolved to agree the accounts 

(b) Resolved to agree the annual governance statement and sign annual return

(c) Barry Wilsher does not wish to continue as Internal Auditor, resolved that clerk will make alternative arrangements. 

8. Questions from Electors – Peter Mann provided a quotation for speed control signs – would need approval from County – noted.  Cllr Astor – provided details of a proposed gate across Buff Lane which will prohibit vehicular access but not block this bridleway – permission has been granted by the rights of way officer – no concerns raised. Speed watch group – frequency of speed checks are hampered by shortage of appropriate equipment, the Parish Council support an appeal for more volunteers. 
9. Time and Date of Next Annual Parish Meeting – 17th May 2011.
Annual General Meeting of Hatley Parish Council followed immediately afterwards 

1.       Apologies - none
2.   
Election of Chairman for 2010/2011- In the absence of any nominations, it was   
resolved as per Standing Order 48 to suspend Standing Order 11a. , then resolved to elect Simon Keith as Chairman for a further year.  Clerk to remind councillors in March 2011 that there will be a vacancy for Chairman.
3. 
Election of Vice-Chairman for 2010/11 – Resolved to elect Cllr Astor.
4          Acceptance of Office signed by Chairman.
5.
Registration of Interests – all Cllrs reminded that they were obliged to notify the clerk of any material changes to the Register of Interests.  Cllr Pinney required to apply for dispensation from the Standards Board re – planning.  Clerk to forward relevant form.
6. 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council of May 19th 2009 – noted.
6b
Minutes of Meeting of March 16th 2010 – Resolved to sign
7.  
Matters Arising – item 5 iii) Confirmed that the Police surgery went ahead, grateful to have premises provided free of change, no attendees
8.
Planning – S/0665/10/F – Erection of a temporary Meteorological Mast, Land to the west of the A1198, Arrington for Falck Renewables Plc.  No material grounds for objection to this application although concern expressed that any future wind turbine may impact on local ecology and wildlife.  Resolved to make no recommendation.

Other planning matters – an additional caravan has been sited at Barn Farm and connected to the electricity supply.  Resolved that clerk write to planning department to seek that this be regularised or removed.  Moat Farm dog hydrotherapy pool – Cllr Kindersley advised that Cllr Smith is dealing with this – noted.

9.         To review Risk Assessment – no quotation received for contents cover for village     
hall. Item to be considered at a future meeting.   

10.
Review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct 2007 –item 3. Frequency of meetings – reduction to 4 per annum considered, Resolved to remain with 6. 53. Training – clerk provided training schedule from CPALC - noted. Financial Regulations 6.5(a) Petty cash float – clerk recommends that this could be reduced from  £250 to £50 9.3 fees and charges – to be reviewed in Nov – noted. and 14.3 Register of assets and Investments – to Nov meeting – noted. 

11.  
Finance: - Resolved to agree payments– Salary L Bacon, May, Allianz - renewal annual insurance policy £285.19 (additional cover may be required), CPALC annual membership £58.21 plus additional L Bacon – June salary, HM Revenue and Customs (periods 1,2 &3) £88.60 and ACRE annual subs £25.
12. 
Correspondence: 

(a)
ROSPA report on the Playground – not yet received. agree inspection rota – next meeting.

13. 
Time and Date of Next Meeting – 20th July 2010.  Meeting closed at 9.20pm.
Signed………………………………………………………..
Dated………………………………………………………….
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