Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting 19th January 2010
MINUTES

1.
Apologies: Cllr Astor and Sebastian Kindersley, Clerk.


Present: Cllrs Keith, Nickerson and Jenkins plus new co-opted Cllr Alan Pinney (item 3), 4 electors plus DCllr Bridget Smith. Mrs Bacon joined the meeting at 8.00 pm (item 4).

Cllr Jenkins took the minutes.
2.
Declarations of Interest: none declared.

3.
Co-option of Councillor

The vacancy on the Parish Council had been advertised in accordance with the legislation and one volunteer had come forward – Mr Alan Pinney.  The Chairman thanked Mr Pinney for offering to serve.  Mr Nickerson proposed and Mrs Jenkins seconded that Mr Pinney be co-opted to the Council with immediate effect.  This was agreed by all.  The Chairman welcomed Mr Pinney to the Council.
4. Appointment of Clerk

Mrs Leanne Bacon had applied for the position of Clerk to replace Sebastian Kindersley who wanted to step down due to pressure of work. Mr Nickerson proposed and Mr Pinney seconded that Mrs Bacon be employed as Clerk to Hatley Parish Council from 1 February 2010 under the conditions of the contract as discussed by the Chairman and Mrs Bacon. All agreed to the appointment. 
5.
Minutes of the Meeting of 17 November 2009


Following minor corrections to the minutes (8. Mr Nickerson; 9 remuneration; 

12 E-on to EDF), Mrs Jenkins proposed and Mr Nickerson seconded the adoption of the minutes. All agreed.
6.
Questions from the Public


a)  Mr Peter Mann was concerned about SCDC’s new policy not to grit Croydon Hill in icy/snowy weather. It was agreed to ask the Clerk to write to the County Council to express concern about not gritting this narrow road.

b)  Mr Chris Brett asked about progress on Moat Farm’s planning application (S/0812/07/F) and explained the long-outstanding problems with people living in a caravan behind his house. Cllr Mrs Smith asked Mr Brett to send her a note about the problems and said she would look into the matter.

c)  Dr Martin Slade expressed his concerns about Footpath13 in East Hatley. He was unsure about what he needed to do to the path running through his garden and was anxious for a decision to be made as to whether the footpath would be opened or closed.  He said rather than being a ‘Village enhancement’ as implied in the Parish Council agenda/minutes, it was a ‘nightmare’. He feared it would be almost impossible to sell his house while the matter was not settled. Following the recent consultation on the diversion of FP13, the Ramblers Association had made a written complaint to the Enforcement Officer at Cambridgeshire County Council about the blockage. Mr Mann suggested that the CCC officer could be invited to speak at a Parish Council meeting.

The Chairman noted two other issues about footpaths – Footpath 11 across the field behind St Denis’s church had been ploughed and it looked as though Footpath 16 might have been diverted onto Bank’s land. 

The Chairman said that the Parish Council did not have any powers to sort out any of these issues but could convey these concerns to the County Council’s Rights of Way Officer.

Mr Nickerson volunteered to take up the post of the Parish Council’s Liaison Officer with CCC under the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) scheme. All agreed.

d)  In answer to a question, Mrs Jenkins offered to chase CCC about replacing the Hatley St George sign which had disappeared last November.

e)  Mr Mann asked if the cost of installing radar signs to slow traffic (as in Dunton) was yet known. This is still outstanding.

f)  Dr Slade asked if there was any possibility that buses serving Croydon could be rerouted to also call at Hatley. Cllr Mrs Smith explained that if any money were available for bus services this would be put into ‘Sprinter’ services into Cambridge. She invited people to look at the extended consultation on the Transport Innovation Fund (the proposal linked to congestion charging for Cambridge).

7.
To receive report from County Councillor & District Councillors

The Parish Council received reports from Cllr Mrs Smith on behalf of both Councillors on matters of topical interest from the District and County Councils.

8.
Planning


Barn Farm, East Hatley (S/0113/08/F) – temporary consent had been granted for the siting of a mobile home at Barn Farm, East Hatley for a period of two years, subject to conditions. This had been decided at the SCDC’s Planning Committee meeting on 13 January 2010, following a site visit by members who voted 6 to 5 in favour. Cllr Keith had spoken at the meeting.

24 East Hatley (S/1312/09/F) – permission for an extension had been granted on 16 November 2009.

9.
Correspondence:   none received.
10.
Finance

Precept – Cllr Nickerson asked for this to be discussed. It was decided that no precept should be raised this year although one would be raised next year.

As approved at the November 2009 meeting, £33.35 was paid to the N2 Group for Hatley.info web name domain renewal and an anti-spam service.
11.
Village Hall – Mr Mick Marshall has taken over the day to day management of Hatley Village Hall. The Chairman thanked him for taking on this job. Mr Nickerson offered to talk to Mr Marshall about the detail of running the hall. A petty cash float of £50 was suggested and agreed. Mr Pinney was interested to know about the longer term upkeep of the hall. It was suggested he talk to Mr Astor. Sebastian Kindersley had given Mr Marshall an updated version.of the booking form. Mrs Jenkins would arrange to put this on the Hatley website.
12.
St Denis Church

Mrs Jenkins offered to serve on St Denis’s Nature Reserve Local Management Group. All agreed.
13.
Hatley Website Group – Mrs Jenkins reported on recent developments. Mr Brett was pleased with recent improvements and the Chairman thanked the Group.
14.
Village Enhancements

(a) Public Rights of Way – this had been covered under Item 6.


(b) It was agreed to hold another ‘Litter pick’ morning, on Sunday 21 March 2010. Volunteers should meet outside Hatley Village Hall at 10.00 am.

Play equipment rota

January  SK;   February  MA;   March  NJ;   April  AP;   May  HN
15.
There being no other advertised business the meeting was closed at 8.50 pm. Next meeting – 16 March 2010.
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These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

