Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting 16th March 2010
Minutes

In attendance:- Cllrs S Keith (Chairman),  H Nickerson , M Astor and A Pinney, District Cllr B Smith, clerk L Bacon and 3 members of the public.
1.
Apologies -  Cllr Jenkins (family commitment) and County and District Cllr Sebastian Kindersley (Prior engagement) – noted.
2.
Declarations of Interest -  none.
3.
Minutes of the meeting of January 19th 2010 – Resolved to approve and sign.
4.
Village Enhancements a) Public rights of way – Mr George Hay, County enforcement officer to attend next meeting – noted.  b) Litter pick – Sunday 21st March – date noted.  Area between East Hatley and Holbein’s farm needs particular attention.  Collection of rubbish sacks from village hall - District Cllr B Smith to arrange with SCDC. 
5.
Questions from the Public
J Dixon - Queried reason for temporary fix to village notice board – due to    broken lock. M Marshall to action repair. 
M Marshall – Expressed dissatisfaction at the consistently poor job County            Council Highways department have made repairing potholes.
P Mann – i) Repeated request to be informed of costs of fixed signs warning of radar traps.  Expressed opinion that others are not concerned about speeding. Chairman S Keith responded that this is not the case but that signage is not within the remit of the parish council.  Resolved that the cost of a simple sign (not illuminated) will be investigated. ii) In response to the message received from M Oakman at County Council re – lack of gritting of Croydon Hill during the recent bad weather, Mr Mann asked if Hatley parishioners would benefit from a reduction in their council tax commensurate with the reduction in service provided. Resolved that clerk will contact Mr Oakman again to reiterate concerns given the 1 in 10 gradient and restricted width of road at top of hill. iii) Reminder that police drop in surgery is operating on Friday 19th from the village hall – noted - M Marshall to facilitate, no charge.
6.
Report from County Councillor & District Councillors – written report circulated prior to meeting.  Nearest Children’s centre is at Bassingbourne but new outreach service to start shortly by van to serve isolated communities such as Hatley.  Blue wheelie bins to be distributed soon – parishioners who are concerned that they have no storage for these third bins should contact their District Councillors. Cllr Smith would be grateful for feedback on Youth Participation consultation document from SCDC.  Lower Road – 2 serious accidents have occurred but no results have yet been published following the review of speed limits undertaken by County Council.  Forward Gamlingay! – musical events arranged to raise funds for earthquake victims in Haiti. Many complaints about potholes have been received – County Council responsibility. Transport Innovation fund – emphasis has shifted from rural to urban travel.
7.
Planning – Decision notice S/0113/08/F – temporary consent for the siting of a mobile home at Barn Farm, East Hatley – noted.

8.
Correspondence:   Weekly bulletins from SCDC - circulated by email. Standards Board - Vacancy for parish councillor.  CPALC – monthly bulletin. Gamlingay parish council has agreed that general correspondence can be viewed by Hatley councillors at its office – The Sir John Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, Gamlingay (opposite the pharmacy).  The office is open on Mon, Wed and Fri between 9.15am and 3.15pm.  
9.
Finance a) Payments –list provided with additions to those detailed on the agenda  Resolved to approve, noting that as clerk L Bacon has yet to be added as signatory and does not have the chequebook , it will be necessary for S Kindersley/N Jenkins to draw up and sign these cheques. b) Banking and salary/tax/NI arrangements – Forms to add clerk to list of approved signatories completed.  Clerk to provide bank reconciliation for next meeting. 



10.
Village Hall – Booking for July noted.  Thanks to Mrs Pinney for arranging heating oil delivery.  M Astor queried whether heating oil is covered by insurance – clerk to check policy.  Request for car parking for ramblers on 17th April 2010 – resolved to approve, noting that unauthorised parking – particularly of buses and lorries- is causing damage to surface over time.  
11.
St Denis Church – Noted that there may be a requirement to seek a new volunteer to cut the grass. 
12.
Playground –Annual ROSPA inspection to take place in April - noted.  Clerk to check costs prior to inspection.
13.
Hatley Website Group – P Mann – group AGM is due soon.  Website is regularly updated.  Domain name – needs to be registered in name of clerk in future. Chairman thanked the website group for all their voluntary work in maintaining this asset to the village and the parish council. 
14.
Meeting closed at 8.30pm – next meeting 18th May 2010, 7.30pm – Annual Parish Meeting followed by Annual General Meeting (Apologies noted from M Astor).
Signed………………………………………………………..
Dated………………………………………………………….
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These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

