Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting 5th October 2010
In attendance: - Cllrs A Pinney, H Nickerson, M Astor and N Jenkins. County and District Cllr S Kindersley , District Councillor B Smith, clerk L Bacon and 4 members of the public (M Marshall, P Mann, Diane and Chris Brett).
1.
Apologies - Cllr S Keith – noted. Cllr Astor chaired the meeting.
2.
Declarations of Interest – M Astor item 10.
3.
Minutes of the meetings of 20th July 2010 – Resolved to approve and sign. 
4.
Village Enhancements a) Highways – Response from County Council re – speed camera warning signs was considered.  County do not agree to the installation of these signs in the suggested location.  P Mann commented that he was unhappy with this response, asked if there was any use continuing with Speed Watch and whether different signs might be considered.  S Kindersley responded that Speed Watch was an effective means of educating motorists that speeding is not appropriate through the village. N Jenkins suggested that moving the existing “Kill your speed” signs may  help to alert motorists. Proposal to request restriction on large vehicles on rural roads – N Jenkins outlined problems caused by large lorries negotiating rural road network. S Kindersley responded that County Council is working with haulage contractors to prepare a “preferred route map” for Cambridgeshire, but that several valued local employers depend on using these rural routes. Concerns noted, no actions.
5.
Questions from the Public - P Mann – i)Asked how the parish council intended to put pressure on County to progress resolution to speeding problems through the village.  Resolved - Clerk to respond to County pointing out that new posts for signs will not be required and that signs would not be misleading to motorists as speed camera checks are occasionally carried out on this stretch of road.ii) Reported that a large amount of building rubble has been dumped in a local field.  Resolved – Councillors will ask local contacts for any information on why and by whom this has been done. 
6.
Report from County Councillor & District Councillors – B Smith – Requested comments on new blue wheelie bins.  Reported that the Woodland Trust is launching a new initiative to involve communities in future woodland development.  Gave details of Preen furniture bank appeal for clean bedding for redistribution to those in need.  Outlined cuts in Children’s Services and wide ranging changes to Adult Health and Social Care and encouraged councillors to look at consultation documents and provide feedback.  Sustainable Parish Energy Programme – funding has been removed, but manpower support for relevant initiatives is available.  Planning – recent exhibition displayed options for Green End industrial estate in Gamlingay, detailing possible increases in housing and/or industry which could impact on traffic through Hatley.  Next Gazette will carry article showing options and inviting feedback.  P Mann commented that several valued local companies operate currently from the site and these should be protected and that SCDC should be congratulated on the introduction of the blue wheelie bins which will dramatically reduce non recyclable waste.

S Kindersley – Reminder of next police panel on 20th October.  Has received complaints that footpath 16 remains blocked Resolved – Clerk to write to landowner to query progress of installation of kissing gates supplied by County.  Road gritting proposals – S Kindersley has objected to the change of focus on gritting priorities and has suggested that rural roads should take priority over lesser used Fen roads.  Croydon Hill should take priority as it is so treacherous in bad weather.  Encouraged all to sign up to the “BT infinity” initiative.  Outlined the proposal for a community wind turbine in Gamlingay – details in next Gazette.
7.
Planning –Decision notice – Moat Farm.  Neighbors of an adjacent property complained that they are being affected by activities on site which are not covered by existing planning permission.  S Kindersley will raise issue at planning committee.


8.
Correspondence:  NHS Pharmaceutical Consultation, County Council Flooding questionnaire, Winter Gritting Arrangements notification, Mobile Library Service information, Integrated Youth Service Consultation results, request for donation from Shrievalty Trust and Standards Board Ballot for Parish Council member – all noted. Gamlingay Community Wind Turbine proposal – M Astor considers that the parish council should keep well informed about this project.   Suggestions made at the public sessions included moving the location of the turbine nearer to Hatley – and issues around noise, televisions signal interference, light flickering and visual impact on the countryside were raised.  There is no indication of when a planning application might be submitted.  S Kindersley urged the council to formulate a policy to deal with applications such as this as they are likely to increase given that government policy encourages sustainable energy projects.  General items provided for interest.
9.
Finance a) Payments –Resolved to approve list provided. Current bank balance £7093.50 - noted. b) Insurance –After considering options, it was resolved to accept quotation for cover for village hall contents from existing insurer. 
10.
Village Hall – Sign – Resolved to accept quotation of £105, clerk to place order.  Rear fire door, M Astor provided quotation of £1475 for a similar glazed door. Resolved to request an alternative quote for a solid door. 

Small Business Rates Relief notification – noted.  Clerk to reapply when necessary.


M Marshall pointed out maintenance work required – external boiler flue cover needs replacing – M Astor to action, internal wiring to front lights need investigation – committee to seek quotation from electrician.

11.
St Denis Church – N Jenkins – Mowing still unresolved.  D Bevan of SCDC Conservation Department asked that the management group look at increased local involvement in the future responsibilities of the site.
12.
Playground –i) Rota 2010-11 to be resent to councillors.
13.
Hatley Website Group – N Jenkins detailed items added. M Astor expressed thanks to P Mann for his work in maintaining this valuable resource.
14.
Meeting closed at 9.05pm – next meeting 16th November 2010, 7.30pm 
Signed………………………………………………………..
Dated………………………………………………………….
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