Annual Parish Meeting May 26th 2011 7.30pm

Minutes


In attendance: Chairman S Keith, Cllrs M Astor, A Pinney and H Nickerson, County and District Cllr S Kindersley, District Cllr B Smith, 2 members of the public and clerk L Bacon. 
1. Apologies – N Jenkins

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting May 18th 2010 – noted signed and approved in July 2010.

3. Matters Arising – none.

4. Chairman’s Annual Report – S Keith outlined the restrictions of a small parish such as Hatley - comparatively few people with the time or inclination to get involved in parish business. Thanks extended to Councillors and others who look after the village hall, the website, maintain the church yard, take part in Speed Watch, litter pick, attend meetings and lobby on the parish councils behalf in other forums. Raising a precept was identified as the major decision of the parish council this year – this was resolved after considering feedback from a survey of parishioner’s views. Important considerations for the coming year are the future of the village hall and attempting to get improved broadband for the village. Issues on the doorstep of the parish include the proposed closure of Gamlingay Village College and possible installation of a wind turbine.

5.  Reports:-

a. Rights of Way/footpaths – Concerns have been raised about the location of footpath 11 – SK clarified that the footpath is on Barn Farm land but the fence (which is in need of repair) is within the boundary of Barn Farm.  Noted that cultivation of a footpath is a technical obstruction.  Footpath 13 has been reopened this year.  Generally access and condition of footpaths in the parish is good.
b. St. Denis’s Church Management Committee – N Jenkins had circulated a report – copy made available.  In summary – 3 clear up sessions done, P Mann has done mowing, a management plan has been agreed with SCDC, guttering has been mended, the interior cleaned and the cave spiders seem to be thriving. S Keith to contact G Starr with thanks for offer of help.
c. Little Gransden Aerodrome Consultative Committee- no attendees to meetings this year but M Astor keeps up to date with minutes – quiet year with few complaints.
d. Hatley Website Group – N Jenkins had circulated report, copy made available. In summary – the well used website is an excellent, low cost resource – thanks to the group.
e. Hatley Villages committee – no longer in existence. 

f. Village hall - M Marshall – 2 bookings for June, but generally very quiet. B Smith suggested inviting Phillip Peacock, village halls advisor at Cambridgeshire ACRE, to discuss future of the building. Income 2010-11 was around £600.
6. Report from County and District Councillors –B Smith – Congratulated Hatley parish council for doing well for such a small parish.  At SCDC she is involved with plans for children, young people and vulnerable adults as well as scrutiny and overview. Most enjoys work at parish level – for example helping with issues such as sheltered housing, noise and fly tipping. This year - Pleased with reduction of speed limit on Lower Road, Croydon, to 50mph and successful introduction of blue bins.  Outlined central government policy re – council housing stock and the negative impact this will have on SCDC finances. Gave details of funding granted to Gamlingay Records, the Eco Hub and the Youth Café and offered help in investigating potential funding for projects in Hatley.
S Kindersley – Outlined deep cuts County Council has to make, with impact on services such as buses and potentially local fire stations, such as Gamlingay.  Guided bus – this is £71million over budget which will impact on Cambridgeshire taxpayers. The future of education in Gamlingay will be decided at cabinet on 14th June – one option being considered is the closure of Gamlingay Village College. Planning committee – an amendment to the Localism Bill proposes allowing developers to offer cash sums to communities in return for planning consent – likely to be a contentious issue.  A Pinney asked - would this apply to developments such as wind farms?  S Kindersley answered that planning committee would expect to see some financial contribution from developers of renewable technology installations, either through section a106 agreement or a unilateral undertaking, if the development has an impact on the local community. 
7. Accounts for the Council period ending 31 March 2011: 

(a) To agree the accounts – Resolved to agree.
(b) To agree the annual governance statement and sign annual return – Resolved to agree and sign.
(c) To confirm appointment of Gerry Whitfield as Internal Auditor for 2011-12 and receive internal audit report. Resolved to confirm and note – clerk explained that the three minor points raised by internal auditor have now been addressed.
8. Questions from Electors – none.  M Marshall told council that the Speed Watch group are hoping to do next speed check in June. S Keith thanked the volunteers for their services.
9. Time and Date of Next Annual Parish Meeting -15th May 2012 – noted.
Annual General Meeting of Hatley Parish Council followed immediately afterwards

1.       Apologies – N Jenkins
2.   
Election of Chairman for 2011/2012 – One nomination - M Astor. Seconded and

Resolved to elect.  M Astor thanked outgoing Chair S Keith for serving the council in this post for the past 4 years.
3.
Election of Vice-Chairman for 2011/12 – One nomination - A Pinney. Seconded and Resolved to elect.
4          Signing of the Acceptance of Office – done.
5.
Review of Registration of Interests – copies of updated paperwork circulated for completion and return.
6. 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council of May 18th 2010 – noted signed July 2010.
6b
Minutes of Meeting of March 15th 2011 – Resolved to sign.
7.  
Matters Arising – village hall door repair – Resolved to accept quotation from Gordon Denny. ACRE housing needs survey – opinion was expressed that this did not seem very relevant to the parish, although acknowledged that it was personal choice whether to complete the questionnaire.  

8.
Planning – renewal of dispensation from SCDC (expire Nov 2011) – noted.  Clerk explained that this was to allow all councillors to vote on planning applications within the parish - will circulate paperwork for completion.
9.         Review Risk Assessment – M Marshall will arrange electrical installation check      
(5 yearly) and PAT testing (annual).  Clerk will ask Chubb Fire Services to check fire retardancy of curtains at next annual check (Oct 2011).  Clerk to update risk assessment document.

10.
Review Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct 2007 – Resolved to reduce number of annual meetings from 6 to minimum of 4 (SO 3.), with the understanding that additional meetings can be arranged if required. Clerk to circulate dates. F Regs – Resolved to add to 5.3 “Electronic payments may be made on the sole authority of the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer after authorisation has been given as in 5.2 or in accordance with 6.4”
11.  
Finance i) Payments for approval – Resolved to approve, noting addition of payment to G Whitfield for £30 (Internal Audit).ii) Budget 2011-12 for information – noted. First review will be in September.
12. 
Correspondence: 

(a)
ROSPA report on the Playground – noted.  HN offered to arrange filing of protruding bolt threads. Inspection rota for year- Clerk to circulate.


13. 
Time and Date of Next Meeting – 19th July (may be rearranged as per item 10.)
Signed………………………………………………………..
Dated………………………………………………………….
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These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

