Hatley Parish Council

Ordinary Meeting 26th January 2011
In attendance: - Chairman S Keith, Cllrs A Pinney and H Nickerson, County and District Cllr S Kindersley, clerk L Bacon and 4 members of the public.
1. Apologies – N Jenkins, M Astor and District Cllr B Smith. 
2. Declarations of Interest: [All Councillors have a dispensation from the Code of Conduct which allows them to consider any application within the Parish even if they personally have an interest – this must, however, be declared for the Minutes.] - none. 
3.
Minutes of the Meeting 16th November 2010 – resolved to agree and sign. 
4.
Matters arising from these minutes – Item 7.Moat Farm – S Kindersley reported that enforcement officers have visited and are satisfied that there is no full time occupation of the caravans at this location.  
5.
Village enhancements – Highways issues i) Potholes on water tower road – these have been repeatedly patched but continue to reappear – SK explained that the poor weather was hindering proper repair – noted.  ii) Third party working consultation on extending the winter service programme (County Council) – noted. iii) Salt bins - Resolved to purchase two salt bins at a cost of £99 plus vat each.  To be located one near the phone box and the other in front of the bungalows at East Hatley. Exact location to be determined in consultation with County Highways department. iv) Proposed equipment list for litter picking – Resolved- Clerk to seek grant funding to cover cost, or use council funds if unsuccessful (approx £100).
6.
Questions from the Public.  P Mann – Attended Police Speed Watch meeting in December – reported that outcome was that the police need to respect Speed Watch and follow up its findings. M Marshall asked that the website carry an appeal for more volunteers for the scheme – noted.
7. 
To receive a report from County Councillor & District Councillors: S Kindersley – reported swingeing cuts at both County and District level and likely impact on local services.  Outlined the impact of the Localism bill on parish councils, with opportunities for increased involvement in youth provision, community transport, neighbourhood planning and community housing. 
8. 
Planning – i) Notification of Appeal by Falck Renewables - noted. ii) Central Beds Gypsy and Traveller DPD – noted nearest sites are at Biggleswade and Upper Caldecote.
9.
Correspondence: noted.
10.
Finance
a) To agree payments:  Resolved to approve all payments on list provided, noting addition of payments to Hatley Park Estate and E –On for village hall utilities. 
b) Balance £6265.27 – noted.
c) Budget 2011 -2012 – Two responses from parishioners to precept letter - noted.  Ongoing costs of village hall – noted, to be considered at future meeting. Funding for maintenance of St Dennis’ Church may be required in future – noted.  Level of precept – resolved to set precept at £3000 to cover general expenditure items and allow some contingency, whilst retaining some reserves. Request from Forward Gamlingay for funding towards Youth Café and Club in Gamlingay – Resolved to grant £200 on this occasion as the proven benefits of these schemes extend to Hatley. 
11.
Village Hall a) Door glazing repair – Resolved that this falls under parish council liability, H Nickerson to seek quotations for repair. b) Bookings and report – M Marshall. One provisional booking to report.  New sign is in situ. Replacement outflow pipe from boiler required – H Nickerson to seek quotation for replacement. Some exterior maintenance work to window frames required – noted. Chair expressed thanks to M Marshall for all his work at the hall.
12.
St Denis Church – P Mann –Next meeting scheduled for April.
13. 
Playground – all in order – noted.
14. 
Hatley Website Group – amended telephone number for clerk to be posted – noted. 
15.
To note the time of closure -8.45pm.  Next meeting –   15th March 2011 7.30pm – Apologies from S Keith noted.
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