

Hatley Parish Council


Clerk to the council: Leanne Bacon, 55 Fairfield, Gamlingay, Beds, SG19 3LG

Tel – 01767 650379
Email – parish-clerk@hatley.info

Ordinary Meeting 15th January 2013 at 7.30pm 
Minutes
In attendance:- M Astor (Chair), A Pinney, H Nickerson, M Eagle, N Jenkins, County and District Councillor S Kindersley, District Councillor B Smith (from item 4), R Halsey from the Friends of Friendless Churches, Clerk L Bacon and 13 members of the public.

1. Apologies – D Bevan SCDC Conservation Officer.
2. Interests.  i. To receive declarations of interest – M Astor 10.a.ii ii. To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda. None.
3. Minutes of the Meeting of 16th October 2012 to be agreed and signed. Resolved. 

4. Churches i. St Denis – Report from David Bevan SCDC Conservation Department and Richard Halsey, Trustee, representing the Friends of Friendless Churches (FOFC) – actions required and future plans. SCDC report gave two options for St Denis – find a Charity to take it over or sell it.  Mr Halsey spoke of the history of FOFC and some of the projects it is involved in.  It is a small charitable organisation relying on local help to manage the buildings it adopts, with the intention of opening them up for various community uses. Any help, financial or otherwise from the local community is welcome. No decision will be made on St Denis until the result of a structural survey paid for by SCDC is received. Members of the public were invited by the Chair to ask questions:                    i.How could parking provision be made for future events at St Denis?  Could be made at the Village Hall.                                                                                   ii.Would FOFC make any financial input to making building safe? Yes.

iii. How long before a decision is made? Next meeting is in March.                      iv. Is there a danger that local fundraising capability would be overstretched as both the church at Hatley St George and the Village Hall need financial help too? FOFC would look nationally for funds.                                                                   v. Who would be responsible for insurance? FOFC.                                                     vi. Would FOFC be expecting SCDC to put funds into project? Would be appreciated if possible.                                                                                            ii. Hatley St George Church – update.  Reverend Rothwell wants to make the wider community aware of the increasing costs of keeping the church open and hopes to mobilise support from a wider base, not just worshippers.
Mr Halsey was thanked for attending by the Chair and left the meeting, along with one member of the public.

5.
Questions from the Public: Mr P Mann raised the issue of litter on the village verges – in response a volunteer clean up session was arranged for the 17th March.
6. 
To receive a report from County Councillor & District Councillors. S Kindersley urged anyone present to attend the next Police Panel meeting and to respond to the Local Plan issues and options consultation.  Community transport discussions are ongoing – C2 bus serving Hatley is high on the priority to save list.  B Smith asked for feedback on the relaunched SCDC website and contacts centre – now back in house. Widespread cuts to grants in general are being made at District level; along with benefit cuts these will have a big impact. Central Beds Council is consulting on Gypsy and Traveller sites – some of which are close to District boundaries. Black bin refuse is currently going to landfill due to machinery breakdown – parishioners urged to recycle as much as possible. Mr Mann challenged this statement as untrue and politically motivated. B Smith replied that this was the information provided by the portfolio holder at a recent meeting. B Smith and 1 member of the public left the meeting.
7.
Village enhancements i. Reduction in speed limit through the village – process. Response now received from County – next step will be publication of draft speed limit order if application is considered to be complete. S Kindersley advised this is likely to take some time due to pressure of work at County Highways. S Kindersley left the meeting.
8. 
Planning i. SCDC Local Plan Issues and Options consultation. Chair urged members of the public to respond.
9.
Correspondence: to consider any received. None.
10.
Finance
a) To agree the following payments: 

 i. Salary L Bacon to May - Resolved
ii. Hatley Park Estate - £16.50 Village Hall water bill - Resolved.
Additional payment to Eon was approved - £42.96.
b) Resolution of precept requirement for 2013-14. Changes in Council Tax base and revised funding arrangements from SCDC for information. Noted. Resolved to submit precept request of £3 500 for 2013-14.
c) Request for financial assistance – Gamlingay Gazette. Resolved to grant £100.
e) Bank reconciliation – to end December. Noted statements not yet received. To next meeting.
11.
Village Hall – to consider any matters relating to the Village Hall. Report from Hatley Village Association (A Pinney). Successful events in a good year have paid for new curtains, decorating and lights, with around £700 in kitty. Kitchen still to be done.  H Nickerson to take over Chair, many thanks to A Pinney for work done to date. Next events – Quiz on 2nd February and talk on Barn owls by Peter Wilkinson in April.
12. 
Playground i) to report any issues. None to report. M Eagle to be added to rota.
13. 
Hatley Website Group – to consider any matters relating to the website. N Jenkins gave a summary of recently added items.  Thanks to P Mann and N Jenkins for their community work.
14.
To note the time of closure 8.55pm. Next meeting 21st May (AGM and APM). Apologies from A Pinney noted.
Signed…………………………….

Dated…………………………………
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