



Hatley Parish Council


Clerk to the council: Leanne Bacon, 55 Fairfield, Gamlingay, Beds, SG19 3LG

Tel – 01767 650379
Email – parish-clerk@hatley.info
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Hatley Parish Council held at the Village Hall on July 16th 2013 at 7.30pm.

In attendance: - M Astor (Chair), H Nickerson, N Jenkins, County and District Councillor S Kindersley, District Councillor B Smith, N Wright (SCDC), Clerk L Bacon and 8 members of the public.

1. Apologies – A Pinney and M Eagle.

2.
Interests.  i. To receive declarations of interest. None. ii. To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda. None.
.
3
Minutes of the Meeting of Closed session, Annual Parish and Annual General meeting 21st May 2013 to be agreed and signed. Resolved.  Matter arising – item 9. AGM – M Astor to complete revision of risk assessment.
4.
Questions from the Public: P Mann asked for an update on the speed reduction proposal.  L Bacon explained that she had submitted further details to the Highways Officer as requested and was awaiting a response. S Kindersley explained that he was trying to move this and other parish led schemes forward but that the matter was still under discussion.  
5.
Churches i. St Denis – Report from the Friends of Friendless Churches – response from SCDC. Actions required and future plans. Chair thanked S Kindersley and N Wright for attending.  Purcell report for the Friends of Friendless Churches identifies a large sum to repair and restore the Church for community use. N Wright considers that SCDC would be very unlikely to consider giving the £76k suggested although he thinks that handing over ownership to F of FC would be an ideal solution.  SCDC would like to hand over ownership as the building is of no benefit to the community or district at the moment.  SCDC would support the Parish Council or a trust taking over the ownership of the Church if there was a plan for community use.  Grants may be available from external bodies towards remedial works, SCDC unlikely to offer any substantial sum.  If not handed over it will be put up for auction – development possibilities are slim as the surrounding churchyard is separately owned and is in use.  There is no vehicular access to the Church, which is listed.  SCDC do not currently insure the building.  N Wright indicated that SCDC would allow a reasonable timescale for a group to come up with a plan to take the Church on and make it available for public use. SCDC would not want to see the Church fall into further disrepair as a considerable amount of public money has already been spent on bringing it to the condition in which in now stands. SCDC would be reasonable about the extent of refurbishment required – not expecting the full works identified in the Purcell report.  To allow community use, a temporary floor would need to be constructed. 

Resolved – Hatley Parish Council encouraged a group - likely to be drawn from the current St Denis Management Group - to come forward with a proposal to take on the ownership of the Church for community use.  The Parish Council will not take on any financial liability for the Church. Limited funds may be considered towards legal fees. B Smith offered to assist with fundraising advice. N Wright left the meeting.
6. 
To receive a report from County Councillor & District Councillors. S Kindersley gave a brief outline of the new committee structure at County Council and reported that there have been several recent complaints about aircraft noise – councillors were reminded of the procedure for reporting incidents.  B Smith reported that SCDC no longer offers pest control services, is cutting back on expenditure on Children’s centres, has launched a new community website “Shape your Place” which can be used to advertise village events and encouraged attendance at the Local Plan exhibition at the Eco Hub on the 4th September.  
7.
Village enhancements i. Reduction in speed limit through the village – progress. Noted outlined at item 4.
8. 
Planning i. SCDC monthly update (circulated by email). Noted.
9.
Correspondence: to consider any received. None.
10.
Finance

a) To agree the following payments: Resolved.

 i. Salary L Bacon . 

b) Bank reconciliation – to end June £9789.16 in the bank.
11.
Village Hall – to consider any matters relating to the Village Hall. Grant funding opportunities for new kitchen. Next HVA meeting will discuss how much is required.  Several potential funders suggested.
12. 
Playground i) to report any issues. None.
13. 
Hatley Website Group – to consider any matters relating to the website. Thanks to P Mann for keeping the website up to date.  S Kindersley and B Smith commented that the Hatley website was held up as a good example. 
14.
To note the time of closure. 9.35pm. Next meeting 15th October 2013.

Signed……………………………….

Dated………………………………..
. These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

