

Hatley Parish Council

Clerk to the Council:  Kim Wilde, 36 Fairfield, Gamlingay, Beds, SG19 3LG

Tel: 01767 650596       Email: hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Ordinary Meeting of Hatley Parish Council 
15th October 2013 at 7.30pm

Minutes

In attendance:- Councillor M Astor (Chair), Councillor M Eagle, Councillor A Pinney, 
County and District Councillor S Kindersley, District Councillor B Smith, Clerk K Wilde and 3 members of the public.

1. Apologies: N Jenkins and H Nickerson
It was resolved to accept the absence of the above Councillors and the meeting was quorate.
2. Interests:
i. To receive declarations of interest: None.
ii. To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda: None
.
3. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 16th July 2013 to be agreed and signed: Resolved - Minutes agreed and signed. 
4. Matters arising from the Minutes dated Tuesday 16th July 2013: None.
5. Questions from the Public: P Mann expressed concern regarding the overgrown trees and bushes on Croydon Road (north side) believing this to be hazardous for cyclists. Councillor B Smith and P Mann also made reference to the recent accident at the junction with East Hatley, which in part could have been avoided if visibility was improved/overgrowth addressed.   
Clerk to liaise with Karen Maloney, SCDC Highways Supervisor, regarding improving visibility for road users along Croydon Road.  P Mann and B Smith agreed to discuss the recent accident at the forthcoming Police Panel Meeting in Gamlingay on 17th October, as the emergency services took 40 minutes to attend the scene.
6. Churches
St Denis Church – Councillor S Kindersley gave a brief overview of progress to date, confirming that, after much deliberation, it seems that all possible solutions for the church’s future will result in further financial burden for SCDC/tax payers.  The best solution is to place the church in the hands of a preservation trust, such as the Friends of Friendless Churches.  SCDC has now agreed that a ‘dowry’ of £50k can be paid to the Friends of Friendless Churches so that they can proceed with ownership, maintenance and improvement of the church.  FoFC had requested a dowry of £60k, as such SCDC have requested local financial support to reach the required sum. P Mann confirmed that the Church Management Team are currently canvassing for donations from home owners in East Hatley and suggested that a good example could be set by the Parish Council if it was to make a financial commitment. The Parish Council agreed that a pledge could encourage support from the public, and could also gain merit from SCDC. 
It was resolved that the Parish Council will make a financial commitment of £500.
7. Reports received from S Kindersley and B Smith – with particular emphasis on the recent proposal to add further parking charges to users of the Cambridge Park and Ride Scheme.  This is viewed by the Councillors as discriminatory to South Cambridgeshire residents who rely on services or work within Cambridge, and who are already paying for the bus service into Cambridge.  
It was agreed that the Clerk of the Council will write to the Leader of the County Council on behalf of the Parish Council expressing opposition to the proposed increase in charges.
8. Village Enhancements – Speed reducing.  The Clerk confirmed that the final proposal from Cambs County Council to reduce the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph will cost approximately £3k and that they are awaiting confirmation from the Council to proceed.  In the meantime a suggestion has been made by Gamlingay PC to join a ‘Village Group’ whereby four possible Parishes will share ownership of a portable Speed Sign that they each use for three months of the year. The suggested equipment cost would be £750 per Parish with possible additional costs for relocation and insurance (to be confirmed).  Concerns were raised by both Council and members of the public about how effective this solution will be as a traffic calming device, and how secure it will be once relocated. Additional/unspecified costs will also need to be considered.  
The Clerk confirmed that the ‘Village Group’ solution requires further investigation and as soon as new information becomes available it will be circulated, allowing discussions to continue.  Council is concerned that the number of drivers speeding through Hatley is worsening and that this problem is likely to be exacerbated as a result of the new housing developments in Gamlingay.  It was agreed that the speeding issue needs to be resolved with some priority.
9. Planning:  Councillors have received the circular email and no items were identified that are of significance to Hatley at this time.
No action required.
10. Correspondence:

i. Victim Support – requesting a financial donation to assist with the work that is undertaken to help victims of crime and their families.  
It was resolved that the Parish Council will not make a donation at this time. 
ii. Cambridgeshire Constabulary promoting the launch of an on-line system ‘Neighbourhood Alerts’ and the re-launch of ‘Ecops’ – allowing members of the Council and community to receive message alerts regarding issues that are of interest to them, with focus on assisting Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators.  P Mann agreed that this would be worth linking to the Hatley Website.

11. Finances:

i. To agree the following payments: 
· Salary K Wilde  - Resolved.
· Bedfordshire Assoc. of Town and Parish Councils (Clerk training) payment of £200 (paid)  - Resolved.
· SLCC Membership  - £68 payment to reimburse K Wilde  - Resolved.
· Purchase of ‘Arnold Baker on Local Council Administration  9th Ed.’ on behalf of Hatley Parish Council -  £63 payment to reimburse K Wilde  - Resolved.
· Petty Cash requirement of £100 – Resolved.
ii. Bank reconciliation to end September 2013 including update on HVA funds  - Agreed and approved.  
iii. Resolution to amend bank mandate to remove L Bacon – Resolved.
iv. Audited Annual Accounts were made available by the Clerk for inspection.
It was requested by Council that the Petty Cash Book be brought to the next meeting to be checked and signed off.

12. Village Hall:   
Summary of fundraising events and earnings provided by Councillor A. Pinney. The Race Night in September generated an income of £373.40.  HVA’s balance to date is £1,494.81cr.  The village hall requires new chairs, tables and a new kitchen.  No progress has been made since the last meeting in addressing these requirements. Plans and estimates are required for proposed improvements. 
A Pinney unsure at this time who is responsible for progressing plans and estimates (to be confirmed). Councillor B Smith offered help with grant applications, particularly the Community Chest Grant (max £1,000 p.a.) 
· 8.45pm Councillors B Smith and S Kindersley leave the meeting.
13. Playground: 
Councillors M Eagle and A Pinney confirmed they have each inspected the playground and found it to be safe for use.  The new swings will be erected in the near future, as the posts are now available.  The Clerk referred to the amount of nettles that grow under the playground structure and at the base of the slide, which will be addressed in due course.
14. Hatley Website Group:
Peter Mann recommended that the Web Domain for Hatley be transferred from Tollen to Clara.net, allowing the transfer of site ownership from a private individual to the Parish Council.  It was resolved that this transfer can proceed.
15. Note the time of closure: 9.04pm

Signed……………………………….

Dated………………………………..
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