
Hatley Parish Council

Clerk to the Council:  Kim Wilde, 36 Fairfield, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG

Tel: 01767 650596       Email: hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
7.30pm on Tuesday 21st January 2014 
Minutes
In attendance: - Councillor M Astor (Chair), Councillor A Pinney, Councillor M Eagle,

Councillor N Jenkins, Councillor H Nickerson, County and District Councillor Sebastian Kindersley, District Councillor Bridget Smith, Clerk to the Council K Wilde and twelve members of the public.

1. To receive apologies for absence - None.
2. Interests:
i. To receive declarations of interest - None.
ii. To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda - none.
3. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting dated 15th October 2013 to be agreed and signed – resolved.
4. Minutes of the Planning Meeting dated 17th December to be agreed and signed - resolved.
5. To consider Any Matters Arising
· Letter to the Leader of the Council concerning Cambridge Park and Ride - still to be actioned.
· St Denis Church: Sebastian Kindersley confirmed that the take-over by FoFC from SCDC is progressing slowly.  Conditions for the takeover include a £60k dowry from SCDC, local financial support and access to the church across Sebastian’s land - all conditions have now been met.  It remains unclear as to the schedule of work that will be carried out by FoFC and as such it has been suggested that FoFC are invited to talk at the next Parish Council Meeting.  A local support group will be established as soon as the FoFC have made their intentions and timings known.
6. Meeting closes to receive any representations from members of the public relating to items of business on this Agenda, or any questions from the public, during a ten minute Open Forum.

Peter Mann questioned whether there would be a ‘litter pick’ taking place this year. It was agreed that this will take place on Sunday 16th March, meeting at the village hall at 10.30 bringing collection bags for the litter (some bags and picks will be provided).

It was confirmed by Margot that the preparations for the quiz being held on 1st February are in hand.   Meeting re-opens.
7. Reports to be received from County Councillor and District Councillors.
· Sebastian Kindersley advised that spending by Cambs. CC has been cut by £74million in the past two years and that a further £149million in cutbacks needs to be achieved.  A wide range of services are being scaled back, including winter maintenance, and users of services will inevitably be charged, where possible, for use. Council Tax will be increase in the coming year. Bus services will also be affected by scaling back - the C2 bus that services Hatley has been saved, however the direction of this service has changed.
· Bridget Smith made further reference to the cut backs being made to local services, with particular concern over the 50% reduction in spending in Children’s Centres, such as the one held in Bassingbourn.  This service focuses on children 5yrs and under and is essential in identifying safeguarding issues from an early age. Bridget believes the consultation did not reach the right audience and will be looking into this further.  Bridget advised that the Community Chest Grant has increased to £1,500 for the remainder of this financial year and recommends that applications are submitted as soon as possible.  There have been changes to the Police Panel which will now be shared with Cambourne. The proposed new Traveller site for Potton/Gamlingay Heath has been rejected as the area was not suitable; however there is now a proposal to double the size of the existing Gypsy site at Potton to include a site manager.  It is not clear at this stage what extra land, if any, will be used.  The Local Development plan is under consideration by SCDC and is only likely to receive minor tweaking at this stage, with a decision due by February 11th.  There remain concerns over developments at Bourne Airfield and Cambourne. There is a shortage of planning officers at SCDC.  Listed building applications will now be handled by planning officers who will receive training in this area.  There will be a shared waste collection service between north Cambridge and South Cambs. with the aim to extend across all of Cambridgeshire.  From April 2014 there will be charges for waste collection from village halls.
8. Village enhancements:  Issue of Speeding Traffic
i. Resolution to establish a ‘Village Group’, in conjunction with Gamlingay and Potton, to share ownership and usage of a solar-powered move-able speed-reducing sign –

resolved.  The clerk explained that at present we are awaiting a date to be announced by Gamlingay PC for a visit to Great Chishill to meet with their ‘Speedwatch’ members who have been using the proposed sign, to see the signs in action and receive a demonstration of how they are fitted into the roadside verges.  The clerk will make it known when the date has been set so that any residents or councillors who are interested to do so, can join the visit.   A local volunteer group will need to be established to help maintain and relocate the sign.  Alan Pinney volunteered and
Peter Mann offered to help.  The clerk confirmed that the sign is unlikely to be purchased before the financial year end.
9. Planning:
i. To consider the following planning application:
a. S/2429/13/FL - Moat Farm, Hatley – Storage Facility for 42 Caravans.
Written objections have been submitted to the Parish Council by 3 residents who all received planning notifications from SCDC (19, 21 and 23 East Hatley). The meeting was also attended by other residents (including 14, 31 and 15 East Hatley) who had not been directly informed about the application by SCDC but are also concerned about the impact of the proposed changes, especially where they are adjoined to the boundary of Moat Farm’s proposed storage area.  The key concerns of the residents relate to the following:

Potential noise pollution, light pollution, pollution of waterways with chemicals and waste, uncertainty over waste disposal, fire hazards on site (gas), drainage and flood risk, non-essential development outside of the village boundary, industrialisation of a peaceful hamlet, disruption of livelihoods, close proximity to other residents, site access times, potential dangers relating to vehicular access on a fast road, and the potential security risks/increase in crime.  It was pointed out that it wasn’t clear whether the site was for privately owned caravans, or those awaiting delivery for sale, to what degree the surface was to be hard standing, with its associated run-off problems, and what measures for waste disposal were planned.   It was also pointed out that the site was within 20m of a watercourse, contrary to what the application said.   It was resolved that the Council’s recommendation to SCDC Planning department would therefore be to refuse the application due to all of the above, with which it concurred. A letter will be written saying this and asking that the Application goes to SCDC’s Full Planning Committee, with a site visit.
ii. To receive notices of decisions to previous planning applications:
a. S/2246/13/LB - Listed Building Consent for the installation of 3 x vents to Unit 10 St George’s Tower, Main Street Hatley, SG19 3SH.  Approved with conditions – to be completed in 3 years and must adhere to approved plans.
b. S/2293/13/FL - Change of use of land from (1) agriculture to (2) mixed use for agriculture and use for the generation of renewable energy (solar) in Croydon. No decision has yet been made.

c. S/2482/13/FL - First Floor Side Extension, Conservatory and Alterations at The Palace, 99 East Hatley, SG19 3JA. Approved with conditions – to be completed in 3 years and must adhere to approved plans. Prior to development, the archaeological potential of the site should be investigated and established and no development can take place until a report has been submitted and approved by the local planning authority.
d. S/2255/13/FL - Single Stable on Land adjoining 34 East Hatley, SG19 3JA.
Approved with conditions – to be completed in 3 years and must adhere to approved plans and materials.

Peter Mann made reference to an application that is due to expire as of 31.1.14 concerning a mobile home situated at Barn Farm.
iii. SCDC monthly update (circulated by email) – any other plans to note? None.
10. To note any Correspondence received:
i. Gamlingay Gazette’s request for financial support.  It was resolved to grant £100 to the Gamlingay Gazette this year.
ii. Great War Commemoration. Cambs CC is publishing events to commemorate   the 100th anniversary of the Great War and would like to help promote any local event that may be taking place.
iii. Cambridgeshire County Council Cycle Legacy Small Fund Grant.
The third stage of the Tour De France will start from Cambridge in July and to mark this event Cambs.  CC is offering a grant of £500 (with conditions) for events or activities relating to bikes/cycling that are organised within the local community.    Bridget Smith and one member of the public left the meeting.
11. Finance:
i. Resolution to approve the following payments:
a. Salary for K Wilde up to and including 30th April 2014 – resolved.
b. Office Expenses for K Wilde 16th Sept 2013 – 30th March 2014 – resolved.
c. Travel Expenses for K Wilde 13th Nov 2013 – 21st Jan 2014 – resolved.
d. Re-imburse K Wilde for the purchase of the Village Hall Alarm Cover – resolved.
e. Donation of £100 to the Gamlingay Gazette - resolved.
f. Village Hall Water £17.85 – reimburse Hatley Park Estate – resolved.
g. Chubb Fire and Security Ltd for the Village Hall - £187.44 – resolved.
h. PRS for Music annual fee £139.20 – resolved.
ii. Review of Bank Statement and Accounts to 31st December 2013 to include an update on HVA funds. The Income and Expenditure accounts and bank statement were inspected and reconciled by the Chairman.
iii. Resolution to approve the Precept requirement for 2014-15 – resolved.
The precept figure for 2014-15 is to be set at £3,380.  It was agreed that there would be a nominal decrease in the precept as there are no new projects planned for the coming year. The funds for the speed-reducing project have already been raised in this financial year. There is some concern that the income generated by the village hall, despite being an optimistic figure, is still rather low.
iv. Authorisation of the Barclays Mandate Change Form to remove L Bacon from the Bank Mandate (resolved during meeting of 15/10/13). Authorised in accordance with the bank mandate by Nicola Jenkins and Micky Astor.
v. Resolution to add K Wilde to the Barclays Bank Mandate as main contact and new joint signatory - resolved. Authorised in accordance with the bank mandate by Nicola Jenkins and Micky Astor.
vi. Resolution to amend the Barclays Bank Mandate signing authority to ‘any two’ signatories – resolved.  Authorised in accordance with the bank mandate by Nicola Jenkins and Micky Astor.
vii. Reconciliation of Petty Cash funds. Cash book and money presented by the clerk for inspection and duly accepted.
12. The Village Hall:
i. To receive a report from the Hatley Village Association.
The HVA Chairman Harold Nickerson confirmed that funds of £1,800 are held within the Parish Council Bank account.  The team are always trying to think up new ideas for events. The Pilates session on a Wednesday evening is well attended and future events include the Quiz Night on 1st Feb, and a Working With Wildlife talk on 25th March. HVA are in the process of sourcing grant funding with the aim of purchasing new tables, chairs and electric heaters for the hall.  They still aim to make improvements to the kitchen but estimate that this will cost £4-5k and as such will be phase two of funding plans.

ii. To consider any other matters relating to the Village Hall.
Waste collection - Mick Marshall confirmed that there is a notice on the back door asking users to take their waste with them, but it is not always followed.  Mick will verbally remind users in future.  Waste is always removed regardless and there is no requirement for waste collection services from SCDC which would incur costs.

The light by the back door has been replaced and the alarm cover has been installed.

Mick Marshall requested a top up of the village hall float which is used for the purchase of cleaning items etc. It was agreed by the council to provide £30, which was deducted by the Clerk from the Council’s Petty Cash.
13. To report any issues concerning the Playground.
Harold Nickerson has inspected the playground today and has nothing to report.  The timber will be ready in the coming week or so to replace the toddler swings.
14. To consider any matters relating to Hatley Village Website.
Nicola Jenkins gave a summary of the changes that have been made to the website in terms of content and service provider.  There is a wealth of information available on this site with links to other areas of notable significance, such as SCDC Planning, and the search engine is working again.
15. To note the time of closure. 8.46pm
Next meeting: Tuesday 20th May 2014 (AGM and APM)
These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

