
Hatley Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Kim Wilde, 36 Fairfield, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG

    Tel: 01767 650596   Email: hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council

7.30pm on Tuesday 15th July 2014 

MINUTES
In attendance:  Councillor M Astor (Chair), Councillor A Pinney, Councillor N Jenkins, Councillor M Eagle, Clerk to the Council K Wilde and 10 members of the public.
1. To receive apologies for absence: Harold Nickerson.
2. Interests 
i.      To receive declarations of interest – None.
ii.      To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda – None.
3. Minutes of the Closed Meeting, AGM & APM (all held on 13th May 2014) to be agreed and signed – Resolved.
4. To consider Matters Arising – M Eagle confirmed that the suggested walks (Bus Bike Explorer Maps) had been provided to SCDC.
5. Questions from the Public – P Mann provided photos of the local bridal paths where he considers there to be need for urgent attention, being on Buff Lane up to the hangar and the pathway passing the hangar. M Astor agreed to look into the situation.
6. To receive a report from the District Councillor – County and District Councillor Kindersley sent apologies and District Councillor Smith was also unavailable.  Their report was circulated prior to the meeting, with no issues or questions arising.
7. Churches
i.   St. Denis Church – FOFC’s & SCDC’s proposed timescale for take-over and works – N Jenkins confirmed that a meeting was organised for 3rd July by SCDC (Planning & Conservation), attended by FoFC, Councillor Kindersley, the Parish Clerk, Wildlife Trust and members of St Denis’ Church Local Nature Reserve Management Group.  The meeting was amicable and concerns were effectively addressed and resolved (relating to conservation of wildlife and wild flowers, access routes for development work, timeframes etc.). The transfer of ownership from SCDC to FoFC will be completed by the end of 2014.   FoFC gave thanks to SCDC for the dowry of £60,000 and for donations by local residents, Gamlingay PCC and Hatley PC, totalling £4,800 (incl. Gift Aid). The next two years will focus on repairs to windows and floors.  Coloured glass will be used and the walls will be white-washed to create more light.  Chaperoned visits may be possible, but the structure will not be deemed safe for use by the Public until works to the walls and ceiling are completed. £70k is required to restore the east end of the church to Butterfield’s style.
ii.   St. George Church – Philippa Pearson reported that Hatley Fete and Music Festival was a great success, raising £900 profit. Thanks were given for the donation by Hatley PC for hire of portable toilets.  Philippa will be making enquiries regarding funding for a compost toilet, as such facilities are essential for future events.
8. Village Enhancements
i.   Speeding Solution – Village Group progress report/Local Highway Improvement Grant – It was confirmed that Potton Town Council is no longer proceeding with the proposed Village Group.  An alternative third parish is being sought amongst nearby villages.  A discussion ensued as to whether the PC should take this opportunity for a 50/50 partnership with Gamlingay, at a cost increase of £500.  It was resolved that, should Gamlingay PC also agree, Hatley would be willing to proceed alone with Gamlingay.   Clerk to liaise with Gamlingay PC.
ii.   Parish Council Notice Board in Hatley St George – to review alternative materials and costs for replacement board. The Clerk confirmed there is only one known supplier of the man-made timber notice boards (Greenbarnes.co.uk) and therefore it is not possible to obtain 3 comparative quotes.  The Greenbarnes’ MMT board costs approx. £1250 before VAT, £350 more than a timber framed board. Resolved to requests quotations for the work from local carpenters.

iii.   Grass Verges: Recent complaints of damage in East Hatley 

M Astor confirmed that following the last meeting he spoke to Mr. Clark regarding the concerns raised by residents of East Hatley about damage to the verges by Mr. Clark’s horsebox.  Although he had declined the offer to attend this meeting, he had said that a cause of the problem was others parking on the road. A discussion followed with members of the public expressing their views over the size of the vehicle and whether it is permitted in such a small village, the way it was driven, damage done, and various ways to rectify the situation. It transpired that very few of those present had spoken to Mr Clark directly about this.  M Astor agreed to discuss this issue with Councillor Kindersley to see what formal route can be taken to resolve this.
9. To consider any planning applications for recommendation
i.   S/2429/13/FL – Storage facility for 42 caravans at Moat Farm, East Hatley – applicant has provided additional information for consideration
The Council listened to the concerns of local residents at the meeting, which continue to be discrepancies over location of the moat and the issue of lighting, (the application says there will be no external lighting, but it is doubted that this would remain to be the case once the business is operating).  The Council agreed the original issues and concerns for this application remain, despite the new information given by Mr Adler.  The issues relate to: business unsuitability for a rural hamlet; proximity of this type of business to a residential area; issues caused by extra traffic, particularly when turning onto or off the fast main road; possible water pollution; possible light and noise pollution; possible security issues for the wider community; and the discrepancy relating to the moat’s location.  The Council resolved to recommend to SCDC the refusal of this application with further examination by the Planning Committee if accepted by the Planning Officer, in addition to urging that a site visit be undertaken.

10. To receive notification of decisions or updates to the following planning applications
i.   S/0308/14/FL – Erection of dwelling at Barn Farm, East Hatley 
SCDC’s Update: The external examination of the supporting Agricultural Appraisal is complete.  The report concluded that there was a functional need for a dwelling on the holding but that the business had not grown as set out in the application for the temporary dwelling, to provide long term sustainability. However it confirmed that profits are being made and that as the business continues to develop there is a case for giving another 1-2 years temporary accommodation.  Discussions continue with the applicant on this matter. 
ii.   S/2293/13/FL Change of use of land (Solar Farm) north of Manor Farm, Croydon
The application has been approved by the Planning Committee.

11. Police Panel Update
District police are addressing the concerns of many local parishes relating to speeding traffic and have released a new on-line reporting system that allows residents to report speed hot spots, which could result in local police speed checks.  Full details and links can be found on the village website.  It was also noted that Dwelling and Business Burglaries remain the main focus of the county and district forces.  P Mann referred to the next Police Panel Meeting to be held at Cambourne Village College on Tuesday 14th October and urged the Councillors to attend to throw weight behind concerns about local speeding.
12. To consider any matters relating to the Village Hall - The new furniture and new Hoover vacuum cleaner were acknowledged.  Any unwanted old tables and chairs will be sold.  Clerk to advertise on local on-line sales sites.
13. To report any issues for the Village Playground – M Astor reported a rotted wooden rail near the fireman’s pole at the top of the climbing frame.  M Eagle confirmed that this has been noted for action by M Wilsher. M Astor also reported that the soil at the base of the new swings also needs ramming down to prevent the frame moving. This is being actioned by M Astor.
14. To consider any matters relating to the Village Website – M Astor acknowledged the 10th birthday of the village website. N Jenkins summarised recent amendments to the site, including an update on buses, a report on the village fete and a report on plant species at St Denis Church. Thanks were given to P Mann for his continued service.  P Mann recommended that the website be redesigned, with estimated costs of £1,000.  Grant funding will be required.
15. To conclude the Risk Assessment as discussed at the AGM

i. Results and actions for 2014 – The review was completed at the end of the meeting by the Councillors and M Marshall. N Jenkins to update the assessment documentation.
ii. Procedures for 2015 – The documentation will be revised to state that all future checks will take place following the July meeting.
16. To consider writing a Parish Newsletter / Gamlingay Gazette Article
The Clerk will submit PC news, meeting notices and events regularly in the Gamlingay Gazette.  A PC summary will also be included in the Hatley newsletter when appropriate. Philippa Pearson will liaise with the Clerk regarding issue dates.  It was resolved that the Parish Council will contribute £12 p.a. to support the production of the village newsletter.   
17. To consider any correspondence received
i. Request for donation by East Anglia Children’s Hospice – It as resolved not to give a donation at this time.
ii. County Council’s Carers Support team – Carer’s Away Day - Information shared and available on the village website.
iii. Simon Keith / Gamarch – Introductory talk and demonstration test pit in East Hatley – Dates to be confirmed on the village website.
iv. Cambridge Gliding Centre – Regional Competition 16-24 August – Information shared.
v. Local Works - Empowering Parish Councils to sell electricity – Resolved to submit a proposal to support in principle without commitment.
18. Finance Update
i.  To consider payments for approval 
a) K Wilde salary July – September – Resolved.
b) K Wilde expenses/overtime May-July – Resolved.

c) Eon Direct Debits May – July – Resolved.
d) CAPALC Clerk’s Day Session Fee – Resolved.
e) A Pinney Reimbursement for purchase of Village Hall Heating Oil – Resolved.

f) Strictly Tables & Chairs Ltd HVA purchase of new furniture for the Village Hall – Resolved.

g) Gamlingay & Hatley PCC Reimbursement for Portable Toilet Hire For Hatley Fete – Resolved.

h) K Wilde Reimbursement for replacement Vacuum Cleaner for Village Hall – Resolved.

ii.   To reconcile the Bank Account April - June 2014 – Resolved.
19. To note the time of meeting closure – 9.18pm
20. Time and date of next Ordinary Meeting: 7.30pm on Tuesday 21stth October 2014 

These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk..

