
Hatley Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Kim Wilde, 36 Fairfield, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG

    Tel: 01767 650596   Email: hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council

7.30pm on Tuesday 21st October 2014 

MINUTES
In attendance:  Councillor M Astor (Chair), Councillor N Jenkins, Councillor M Eagle, Councillor H Nickerson, Clerk to the Council K Wilde, County & District Councillor Kindersley and 9 members of the public.
1. To receive apologies for absence: Councillor A Pinney & Councillor B Smith.
2. Interests 
i.      To receive declarations of interest: None.
ii.      To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda: None.
3. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting dated 15th July 2014 to be agreed and signed: Resolved.
4. To consider Matters Arising: Damage to verges in East Hatley - MA has spoken to Cllr Kindersley regarding the difficulty in resolving this issue. Cambs CC Highways will not consider this to be a matter of great concern.   SCDC may not be concerned about the type of activity in East Hatley that requires the use of such a large vehicle.  Additionally it can never be known to what extent other roads users are mounting the verges on other occasions when vehicles are parked on the road.  It was resolved that a letter will be sent to SCDC to notify them about the business activity and vehicle size.  This will ensure that the problem is officially recorded, should the planning department advise that no enforcement is required.
5. To receive a report from the District Councillor:  Cllr Kindersley made reference to his published report and welcomed any questions.  He also advised, in relation to agenda item 7.iii, that the Parish Council contacts Sharon Maloney (Cambs CC Highways) to ascertain the cost of completing the path so that a Local Highways Improvement grant can be applied for next year. In relation to item 8.i. of the Agenda, Cllr Kindersley confirmed that an appeal has been made for non-determination of the application.  In relation to item 6.i. of the agenda, it was confirmed that Cllr Kindersley’s mortgage provider has approved the required easement across his property for the improvements to St Denis’ Church by FoFC.  Finally, a request was made for a local volunteer to help with this years’ Poppy Appeal.
Cllr Kindersley left the meeting.
6. Churches
i.   St. Denis’ Church: NJ confirmed that the Bat Survey was completed in late August, with 5 species being identified. Full details are on the village website.  Volunteers have continued to tidy and maintain the Church’s surroundings and thanks were given for their assistance.
ii.   St. George’s Church: Philippa Pearson confirmed that the newsletter has been issued.  Bat boxes and bird boxes are being placed around the churchyard.  Help is required to tackle the nettles however they have no available equipment for this work.  An ancestor of St George has contacted the church and wishes to help restore the shields inside the church. An architect will review the shields for the quotation of works, and will also review the brickwork that has decayed, and will consider sites for the compost toilet.  The compost toilet received a grant from the Wind Turbine Community Fund, however further funding is being applied for with SCDC.  Additional monies are required for the overall restoration of the church.  Finally, notices about the St Neots Food Bank are to be placed on the two notice boards.

7. Village Enhancements
i.   Speeding Solution – Village Group progress report: The Clerk confirmed that Gamlingay Parish Council has put this project on hold for at least the coming year, as they will undertake a review of speeding as part of their forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan.  The Parish Council resolved to find alternative partners so that the speeding sign solution could still be an option for Hatley.  Clerk to liaise with Gamlingay PC to find out if any local Parish Councils have previously shown interest in this project. Clerk to liaise with Cllr Pinney regarding the alternative service providers that are now marketing their solutions. Funding opportunities will also be sought to keep costs to a minimum.
ii.   Parish Council Notice Board in Hatley St George – to review quotations: Two quotations were received from Mr J Wright of East Hatley and Mr R Dow of Hatley St George. Quotation details were shared with the meeting.  The parish Council resolved to accept the quotation of Mr R Dow.  Clerk to notify Mr. Dow and agree a start date. Clerk to request that the same locking mechanism is maintained.
iii.   Footpath Maintenance between Hatley St George & East Hatley: See Minute 5. Clerk to liaise with Cambs CC Highways regarding repair/completion costs.
8. To receive notification of decision or updates to the following planning applications, if available at this time:
i.   S/2429/13/FL – Storage facility for 42 caravans at Moat Farm, East Hatley: The Applicant has made an appeal to the Secretary of State for the Non-determination of the application by SCDC. The Council and residents are able to contact the Planning Inspectorate to submit new comments, or they can amend or withdraw previous written representations.  The Council resolved to confirm in writing to the Planning Inspectorate that the objections made in January and July 2014 still hold firm. Clerk to respond to Planning Inspectorate.
ii.   S/0308/14/FL – Erection of dwelling at Barn Farm, East Hatley: Clerk confirms that applicant will be advised by SCDC, as a result of their review of the Agricultural Appraisal, to withdraw their application and to submit an application for further temporary consent for the mobile home.  
iii.   The Chairman provided details of an application that is being made by Mr McNally of 22 East Hatley to divert a public footpath from his property. (Correspondence was received after the Agenda had been published).  MA advised the Council that the new path was opened and approved by County Council three years ago.  Neighbouring residents have previously submitted applications for the same path that have been accepted.  As such the Council resolved that this should not require a further meeting for consideration and that no objections will be raised. Clerk to advise Mr McNally.
9. Police Panel Update: Peter Mann and Cllr Pinney attended the meeting. Speeding remains the key issue for discussion.  The next meeting is to be held at Melbourne Village College on 24th February.
10. To consider any matters relating to the Village Hall: The HVA is due to meet in November.  A Christmas Tea will be held on 7th December and a Quiz Night is diarised for February 2015.  Pilates continues as a regular booking. But otherwise bookings remain low.  The Tempsford Talk was a great success with a very professional presentation and an audience of 62 people. Funds raised totalled £392. 
11. To report any issues for the Village Playground: ME confirmed that the rotted wooden rail near the fireman’s pole at the top of the climbing frame still requires attention by M Wilsher.  MA confirmed that he has continued to ram down the soil at the base of the new swings. NJ’s inspection is due before the end of October. ME to organise repairs to be undertaken by M Wilsher.
12. To consider any matters relating to the Village Website:  NJ gave thanks to Peter Mann for his continued work on the website. NJ will seek funding opportunities to allow for a new website to be designed.  Clerk confirmed that the Claranet annual fee was debited in September. NJ also gave thanks to Philippa Pearson, John O’Sullivan & Peter Mann for recent reports that have been published on the website.
13. To consider any correspondence received:
i. Gamlingay Parish Council’s Notice of Designated Area for Neighbourhood Planning: Discussion as to whether Hatley could benefit from joining a Neighbourhood Plan with Gamlingay and as such the Chairman agreed to speak to SCDC’s Planning Team to learn more about the pro’s and con’s before any comments are made on Gamlingay’s Designated Area. MA to liaise with SCDC Planning Dept. and advise Council. Clerk to respond to Gamlingay/SCDC before 14th November. 
ii. SCDC – BT’s proposal to remove the public telephone service from East Hatley: Clerk confirmed that SCDC has supported the request by the Parish Council to maintain the service. SCDC has submitted its Draft Decision to Secretary of State.  Update due mid-late November.
iii. Cambs CC – Flooding Information, Emergency Contacts & Riparian Owner Factsheet: Made available via the Hatley Website.  Further emphasis on risks of ‘flash flooding’ in light of localised flooding during the summer in areas not usually at risk of flooding. Importance of protecting one’s property from flood risk and taking responsibility of any watercourses on or bordering one’s land.  Clerk advised that SCDC are seeking locations in the district for sandbag storage. 
14. Finance Update:
i. To consider payments for approval

a) K Wilde salary October – December: Resolved.
b) K Wilde expenses/overtime July – October: Resolved.
c) Eon Direct Debits August – October: Resolved.
d) SLCC Membership Renewal for K Wilde: Resolved.
e) Hatley Park Estate Village Hall Water (Paid): Resolved.
f) Chubb Fire & Security for the Village Hall: Resolved.
ii.  To reconcile the Bank Account July - September 2014: Resolved.
iii.  VAT Return submitted for period 05/03/13 – 23/02/2014: Awaiting credit.
iv.  Completion of Annual Return by External Auditor: Public Notices have been issued.
The council resolved to approve the statutory spinal column pay increase for the period Sept 2014 - Sept 2015 for K Wilde and recorded their satisfaction with the service she has provided. A new contract has been signed to include the increase in hours per month, as resolved during the Closed Meeting held on 13th May 2014 – see Minute 3. Staffing Matters. 
15. Questions from the public:
Peter Mann gave thanks for the repairs to the footpath by the hangar.  Heidi Allen, Conservative Parliamentary Candidate for South Cambridgeshire introduced herself to the Council and residents.

16. To note the time of meeting closure: 9.08pm
17. Time and date of next Ordinary Meeting: 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th January 2014 

These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk..

