Hatley Parish Council

Clerk to the Council: Kim Wilde, 36 Fairfield, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG

    Tel: 01767 650596   Email: hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

Held at 7.30pm on 19th May 2015

In attendance:  Cllr M Astor (Chair), Cllr N Jenkins, Cllr M Eagle, Cllr H Nickerson, Clerk to the Council K Wilde, County & District Councillor Kindersley, District Councillor Smith and 7 members of the public.

1. To receive apologies for absence – Cllr A Pinney

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting May 13th May 2014 – Noted (Approved July 2014)

3. To consider Matters Arising – None

4. Chairman’s Annual Report

· Kim Wilde completed probationary period to become Parish Clerk.

· BikeBus Explorer service initiated in South Cambs.

· Hatley Village Association continues to work hard, raising over £1k since last APM. Goal to refurbish Village Hall kitchen.

· Village Hall bookings have fallen.  Changes were made to booking conditions to reduce risk of damage.

· Parish Council exploring Wi-Fi opportunities at the Village Hall. 

· St Denis’ Church is still awaiting completion of transfer from South Cambs DC to Friends of Friendless Churches.  Dowries and pledges include: £60k from SCDC, £4.8k from local supporters and £500 by the Parish Council.

· Speedwatch Campaign with Potton and Gamlingay has faltered due to exit by other parties.  Alternative options are being explored.

· Hatley Website continues to thrive as a key source of local information and thanks were given to Peter Mann.  Claranet remains the host.  Funds are being sought to enable redesign of the site.

· GamArch archaeological digs took place in East Hatley in July 2014 guided by Simon Keith.

· New village notice board in Hatley St George, crafted by Robert Dow, local carpenter.

· Philippa Pearson and friends hosted a music festival and fete at Hatley St George Church in June.  Both were well attended thanks to greater liaison between the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council.

· Funding has been raised for the installation of a compositing lavatory at Hatley St George Church with a donation from the Gamlingay Community Wind Turbine.

· A planning application for storage of 42 caravans at Moat Farm, East Hatley was refused.

· A planning application for a permanent dwelling on Barn Farm remains incomplete as SCDC wishes to see an increase in farming business profit levels.  A Cease and Desist order was served by SCDC planning enforcers to address complaints about damage to the grass verges but was withdrawn after Cllr Kindersley pointed out discrepancies in their thinking.  Residents were encouraged to talk directly to resolve this issue.

· Manor Farm in Croydon was given permission for a solar farm.  Several more applications are in the pipeline which may affect the parish.

· Mr McNally of 22 East Hatley is tidying up the re-routing of the footpath away from his garden. 
·  The Gamlingay Neighbourhood Designated Area for planning showed land belonging to Hatley Park Estate as being included.  The request for removal by HPC was declined.

· BT’s attempt to remove the phone box in East Hatley was successfully resisted by HPC, with support from SCDC.

· The Community Litter Pick took place on 15th March, with good local turnout. Thanks were given to all volunteers.

5. Parish Reports:- 

i. Hatley Village Association: Peter Mann confirmed his position as new Chairman and circulated a written report.  In summary the group continues to organise events at the Village Hall; some could be better attended.   £1,071 was raised during the year.  The HVA account totals £3,249.  Forthcoming events include the Swiss Garden talk on Tuesday 23rd June, the Hatley Big Weekend starting on Friday 26th June, a naturalist talk in September and Christmas Tea in December.  A new kitchen and boiler are planned for the hall, with a grant application being drafted to help finance the works.  The hall lease needs to be updated to proceed.  The ‘Awards for All’ application will be circulated to the Parish Council for approval.  To be discussed fully at the AGM.

ii. St Denis’ Church Local Nature Reserve Management Group: Cllr Jenkins confirmed there is a delay caused by the lawyers involved with the handover of the church from SCDC to FoFC.  The transfer should be completed by the end of the summer and it is hoped will be marked with a handover ceremony.  Cllr Kindersley has granted access to the church via his land, for the required building and repair works by FoFC.  The bat survey was undertaken in September 2014, results of which can be found on the Hatley village website.  There have been many clean up sessions at the church throughout the year.  Thanks  were given to all who have helped. 

iii. Hatley Speedwatch: Clerk confirmed that due to the change of intentions by Potton and Gamlingay Local Councils, Hatley is now seeking a viable solution that can be undertaken alone.  To be discussed fully at the AGM.

iv. Hatley Website Group: Cllr Jenkins confirmed that funding remains an issue to allow for the redesign of the website.  Claranet fee remains at £43 per annum.  The website continues to provide good coverage of all events, newsletters, and more. 

v. Village Hall: Mick Marshall confirmed that bookings remain limited.  The pilates class remains to be the only regular booking.  New ideas are needed. 

vi. Little Gransden Aerodrome Consultative Committee: Cllr Astor confirmed that the Committee is seeking a new Chair.  Minutes of the recent meeting were shared with the Councillors.  Discussion followed concerning the number of flights over Hatley on Sunday 17th May, in particular the number of formation flights.  Cllr Kindersley confirmed that this is outside planning consent.  Residents were encouraged to contact SCDC’s planning officer Paul Sexton with questions or complaints. 

6. Report from County and District Councillors

Cllr Smith, now in her 8th year as District Councillor, confirmed that big issues remain the focal point at District level, including a saving target of £700k, a lack of ‘emergency’ housing for use by the Homeless Team and the shortage of land/housing developments to meet the requirements for a 5 year Local Plan.  Without a 5 year housing plan approved, South Cambs has become vulnerable to applications for housing developments on unprotected sites, outside a village framework.  Such developments often receive approval on appeal.  Northstowe’s Phase Two has been thwarted for the time being due to so many questions concerning community infrastructure remaining unanswerable.

Cllr Kindersley, the new Chair of Cambridgeshire County Council, reported that the new committee system at CCC is working well, allowing for more transparent decision making.  The Boundary Commission has published draft recommendations for the number of councillors to decrease from 69 to 61.  £32m cuts are required.  Cambridgeshire remains the fastest growing county for population and business, and is now 10th worst for education authority funding (previously worst nationally).  Fibre broadband is due to reach 90% of all parishes by the end of September 2015, possibly not all serviced by BT.   Mr Mann requested that Cllr Kindersley checks if and when fibre broadband is due to Hatley, as there is no information online.

7. Accounts for the Council period ending 31 March 2015  
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

	
	2013/14
	2014/15

	Balance brought forward
	8,682.51
	10,391.68

	Add total receipts
	5,692.96
	 6,742.97 



	Less total payments
	(3,983.79)
	(5,552.34) 



	Balance carried forward*
	10,391.68
	11,582.31




*Balance includes HVA fundraising monies

RECONCILIATION AS AT THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS ON 31 MARCH 2015







2013/14
          2014/15
	Current Account
	10,323.65


	11,617.31

	Plus:


	194.00 

Outstanding credit(HVA funds banked 04/2014)


	0

	Less:


	125.97

Uncleared cheques


	    35.00 

Uncleared 

cheque

	Balance*
	10,391.68
	11,582.31


* Balance includes HVA fundraising monies

a) To agree the accounts – resolved. 
b) To agree the annual governance statement and sign the annual return – resolved, signed during AGM.

c) To receive internal auditor’s report – Accounts approved.  Noted the absence of Petty Cash.

8. Questions from the Electors

· Mr Keith highlighted GamArch’s proposed dates for test pits in Hatley: 19/20/21 June and/or 26/27/28 June (tbc).  Extra labour is required for digging.  Previous test pits have provided evidence for mediaeval living in the area but patterns are still to be established.  GamArch welcomes contact from all interested parties. 

· Cllr Astor gave thanks to all for assistance received during his time as Chair of the Council.  Cllr Astor also expressed, on a personal note, that as the Post Office/Village Shop only has four regular customers it has become hard to justify the shop remaining in business.  He welcomed the view of others in the room.  Both Cllrs Kindersley and Smith shared ideas to adapt or enhance services to attract more local and more passing trade.  Cllr Smith offered to assist with a campaign over the next 6 months to ‘use or lose’ the shop and postal service, and would seek advice from SCDC.  It was urged that Cllr Astor considers a local survey before any further action is taken. 

· Mr Mann gave thanks to Cllr Astor for repairs to the bridleway in East Hatley.

9. Closure of the meeting: 8.44pm 
10. Date and time of next Annual Parish Meeting – 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th May 2016. 
Minutes of the Parish Council’s Annual General Meeting 

8.45pm on 19th May 2015

1. Apologies – Cllr A Pinney

2. Election of Chairman for 2015/2016 – Cllr Nickerson nominated Cllr Eagle, which was seconded by Cllr Astor.

3. Election of Vice-Chairman for 2015/2016 – Cllr Pinney expressed, ahead of the meeting, his willingness to remain as Vice-Chairman, which was supported by the Councillors present.

4. Signing of the Acceptance of Office - Chairman – Signed by Cllr Eagle and witnessed by Clerk.

5. Interests 

i. To receive declarations of interest - None.

ii. To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda – None.

6. Minutes to be agreed and signed

i. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council, 13th May 2014 – Noted, signed by Cllr Astor, July 2014.

ii. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 20th January 2015 – Resolved.

7. Matters Arising – All matters are covered as agenda items with the exception of the query raised by Mr Mann in relation to the change of postal collection times in East Hatley.  The Clerk confirmed that at present there is no change to service times.  However when the changes are implemented mail will not be collected before 7am (as stated on the post box).  Collection will be by the postman or woman whilst on the delivery round in East Hatley. Therefore it is possible for same day return of mail before midday.  Cllrs Kindersley and Smith offered some information and advice concerning matters that were itemised for discussion later in the meeting, being the pathway, street cleaning and solar farms, and then left the meeting.  One member of the public also left the meeting.

8. To review Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct 

Amendments were made to the Standing Orders and the Financial Regulations relating to the introduction of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.  Amendments were reviewed by the Council ahead of the meeting.  Council resolved to approve the amendments.  There were no changes made to the Code of Conduct, which was last revised in 2012.

9. To review Risk Assessment including RoSPA Inspection

The Risk Assessment document (revised and accepted by Council in January) was completed in April by Cllr Pinney, Cllr Jenkins and M Marshall.  The fire exit light at the hall entrance/exit requires repair, which Cllr Nickerson will organise.  RoSPA inspected the play  area in April and has awarded a ‘medium’ risk rating.  Immediate repair is required to the frame of the junior swings which has bowed and has deep cracks in the posts.  It suggests that the play tower will require replacement in the next three years.  Council resolved to discuss in greater detail at the next meeting so that ideas can be priced reviewed and a project agreed in time for the budget in January.  New swing seats are available for fitting.

10. To review Insurance Cover and consider quotations

Came & Co (Aviva) provided the cheapest quotation for insurance at £265.p.a. on a three year contract.  The Parish Council resolved to exclude the play area from the new insurance policy, in keeping with previous years.  The Clerk explained that a business advisory team has provided a quotation for electricity supplies at the Village Hall.  The Council resolved that the Clerk could use a broker service to obtain the most competitive quotation.  Clerk to obtain a new contract for electricity supply.
11. Churches

i. St Denis Church 

Mr Mann suggested to Cllr Jenkins that a representative of the FoFC be present at the next meeting of the Church Group, so that a handover ceremony could be discussed and planned in advance of the transfer.  Apologies from Cllr Wright (SCDC) and Richard Halsey (FoFC) were noted.

ii. Hatley St George Church 

Request for funding to hire a portable toilet for the Hatley Big Weekend – Council resolved to provide funding.  The Council confirmed it wishes to host a stall at the fete.

12. Village Enhancements

i. Speeding Solution

Highways and the Police were not able to suggest solutions for Hatley, however PCSO Coppard requested Hatley’s historical Speedwatch data for review.  Gamlingay Parish Council has its own Speedwatch equipment which may be hired to provide up-to-date statistics.  Clerk advised that the Council will need to make a decision in July should they wish to seek funding to finance the speeding signs outright. Clerk will review recent cases of funding request to see if successful.

ii. Pathway between Hatley St. George and East Hatley

Cambs County Council Highways has confirmed ownership of the path.  It will ensure it is maintained in future but will undertake the work in tranches, due to budget constraints and length of path CCC recommended that the Parish Council organises a voluntary team to support their work. The Parish Council resolved that it would not be willing to spray chemicals but may be able to organise routine cutting of weeds using a ride-on mower.  Clerk to contact Highways to ascertain timetable of works and recommended solution for weed maintenance.

iii. Dog Waste Bins 

SCDC is able to place three bins in the Parish but needs to finalise locations.  Mr & Mrs Gouldson spoke about the amount of waste on the paths near their property, noting that a few dog walkers drove to the area from outside Hatley.  They requested signs warning of the offence of dog fouling in the village, including one at St George’s playing field.  It was agreed that only two waste bins are required, one near the telephone box close to the junction of East Hatley and one by Hatley St George’s playing field.  Clerk to liaise further with SCDC, with some help from Mr Ball.
iv. Play Area – long term plan for repairs / replacement

As discussed in Minute 9 of this meeting, the Council will consider this matter in greater detail at the next meeting.

v. Modification to Hatley St. George Notice Board

Clerk requested a minor modification to prevent the door swinging wide open.  Council resolved to proceed.  Clerk to contact Mr Dow.
13. Village Hall

i. Option to activate BT line for Wi-Fi

It was agreed by Council that Wi-Fi would offer many advantages but cannot guarantee if and when it would be utilised, possibly proving to be a waste of funds.  Clerk to contact Gamlingay Eco Hub to enquire about use of Wi-Fi by the police on their site.
ii.    HVA’s project for a new kitchen - Awards For All Application

HVA have sourced a new stainless steel kitchen for £8,650 inclusive of fitting.  It will not include any cooking facilities.  A new boiler is also required, costing £3,278, with an additional £500 for electrics to be updated.  HVA has funds of £3,249 held in the Parish Councils’ bank account, which they wish to use for this project.  The  Council resolved to support this.  The remaining finance will be sought from a community funding application to ‘Awards for All’.  The application will be drafted by Mr Mann and will be circulated for approval by the Parish Council once completed. 
iii.  Option to change Village Hall lease to 5 years – The grant application stipulates that a minimum 5 year lease needs to be held.   Cllr Astor to consider options and costs for the lease to be renewed on a five year basis.  Mr Mann to check the exact wording of the funding agreement in relation to the lease requirement.
14. Police Panel News and Police Surgery Event

Clerk read a brief report from PCSO Coppard regarding crime figure for the previous twelve months, being a total of four thefts.  Residents and Council were reminded to join up to the free E-Cops online site for regular crime updates and information, and were also reminded  about the police surgery taking place on June 13th at the Village Hall.

15. Planning 

i. Cambridge Gliding Centre’s proposal to amend planning permissions

The Gliding Centre is in discussions with SCDC, seeking to amend historical planning permissions to introduce self-launching gliders at the club, allow for evening take-offs and facilitates the process for relaxing planning permissions at competition times.  A full public consultation will be issued by SCDC if the club proceeds. 

ii. Solar Farm Proposals – near Wrestlingworth, Tadlow and Little Green

A public consultation event is being held on Thursday 21st May by UK Solar Provider (UKSP) in Hatley Village Hall about three proposed solar farms at Manor Farm near Wrestlingworth, New England Farm north of Tadlow and Rectory Farm between Guilden Morden and Little Green.  Response forms were made available at the meeting and would be available at Hatley Post Office.  A formal public consultation, via the Parish Council, will follow.  Both Cllrs Kindersley and Smith (before they left the meeting) urged residents to consider the impact on the area and how they might wish to negotiate terms on behalf of the parish.

iii. Cambridgeshire County Council’s review of the Local Validation List

The Council has no comment on this matter.

16. Consultation on  Electoral Boundary Division in Cambridgeshire 

The request of the Parish Council to remain with Gamlingay was met.  Deadline for comments on the draft recommendation is 6th July.  Council has no further comment.

17. Correspondence

i. Gamlingay Parish Council– Street Cleaning

Cllr Knibbs advises that Gamlingay Parish Council is considering undertaking street cleaning, and hopes to hire the vehicle from SCDC for a ‘peppercorn rent’.  Discussions are ongoing.  Clerk to advise progress at the next meeting.

18. Finance 
i. Payments for approval – Council resolved to issue the following payments by cheque:

a) R Harris – Repairs to Village Hall Toilets £108.00
b) R Dow – Repairs to Play Tower £18.00
c) M Marshall – Village Hall Supplies £32.80
d) CAPALC – Training Fee, Cllr Eagle £35.00
e) P Pearson – Newsletter Printing Costs Sept 2014–Mar 2015 £7.00
f) K Wilde – Salary May and June 2015

g) K Wilde – Travel Expenses Jan – May 2015 £66.53
h) K Wilde – Contractual Annual Office Fee £50.00
i) K Wilde – Office Supplies £43.97
j) K Wilde – Reimbursement: Purchase of 2 replacement Junior Swing Seats £104.40
k) CAPALC – Annual Membership  Fee £135.21
l) Playsafety Ltd – Annual RoSPA Inspection Fee £78.00
m) MRL Astor – Village Hall Rent  £1.00
n) MRL Astor – Playing Field Rent  £1.00
o) Broker Network Limited – Came & Co. Insurance Renewal  £265.00 
p) V Seekings – Annual Internal Audit Fee £45.00
q) P Pearson – Annual Newsletter Printing Fee April 2015 to March 2016 £12.00
r) E-ON Direct Debits Jan–May 2015  £28.54/11.98/19.22/23.17/11.54
s) To approve the accounting statements and annual governance statement 2014/15 – Resolved.  Signed by Clerk and Chairman.

19. Note time of closure of meeting: 10.10pm

Time and date of next Ordinary Meeting – 7.30pm Tuesday 21st July 2015  
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