
Hatley Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Kim Wilde, 36 Fairfield, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG

    Tel: 01767 650596   Email: hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council

7.30pm on Tuesday 20th January 2015 

MINUTES
In attendance:  Councillor M Astor (Chair), Councillor A Pinney, Councillor N Jenkins, Councillor M Eagle, Councillor H Nickerson, Clerk to the Council K Wilde, County & District Councillor Kindersley, District Councillor Smith and 9 members of the public.
1. To receive apologies for absence - None
2. Interests 

i.   To receive declarations of interest - None
ii.    To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda - None
3. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 21st October 2014 to be agreed and signed - Resolved
4. To consider Matters Arising - None
5. To receive a report from the County & District Councillors – Cllr Kindersley confirmed that the Moat Farm Planning Appeal to the Inspectorate was refused, firstly due to close proximity of neighbouring properties and secondly, due to the location being outside of the village framework. Cllr Kindersley encouraged the Parish Council and public to respond to the current consultation by SCDC to use Article 4 Directions to protect the future of village pubs. He also encouraged the Parish Council and public to consider responding to the wave of large scale planning applications for new homes that have recently been presented to South Cambs District Council – 30 in Gamlingay, 200 in Melbourne, 250 in Barrington, 60 in Foxton and 2350 in Cambourne. Local infrastructure is already strained and the impact of new home owners could result in the B roads becoming an alternative route for road users who are finding the A roads too congested.   Parish Council resolved to respond to the consultation on 2350 new homes in Cambourne. Cllr Kindersley gave a brief update regarding SCDC’s letter to Mr and Mrs Hook regarding the stables at Barn Farm. It was acknowledged that the issue had arisen in response to damaged verges and that the removal of the stables would not guarantee that the verges would recover, firstly because other vehicles have been seen driving across them and secondly, because the equestrian vehicle and business in question could possibly transfer to ‘The Palace’ on the opposite side of the street.  SCDC has acknowledged that a livery business is not comparable to the historical application on Barn Farm for a haulage business.  Mr and Mrs Hook interjected that they had been surprised by recent reaction to their business, as there has been no change in 7 years, their business plan for their permanent dwelling application included horses, and reminded all that the Farm does span both sides of the road.
Cllr Smith informed the meeting that SCDC has established a commercial housing business, ‘Ermine Street Housing’, renting properties to the public at market rate for profit.  The West Road Action Group has been set up in Gamlingay in response to Trinity College Cambridge’s attempt to sell the land to the housing developer for 30+ new homes. Lots of complaints have been received regarding the bin collections over the Christmas period, which will be progressed by Cllr Smith. The A428 Alliance to fund dualling of the road between Caxton Gibbet and the Black Cat Roundabout has been approved. The City Deal Assembly that includes Cambridge City and SCDC are considering ways to spend £500mil to improve connectivity between work and home in attempt to address congestion. There are concerns that changes to the S106 Agreement, allowing planning applications for 10 or fewer houses to be exempt from S106 payments, will have a significant impact on parishes, especially where multiple applications are being submitted to avoid meeting criteria for S106 contributions by the developer.
6. Churches - Updates

i. St. Denis Church. Cllr Kindersley confirmed that the property evaluation has been completed by his solicitor in relation to the permanent easement required across his land by FoFC. This will not be for public use.  Cllr Kindersley left the meeting.  
ii.     St. George Church. Philippa Pearson shared news of a visit to the Church this week by Australian descendants of the Quintin family.   The Memorial Shields are due for restoration.  Grant funding and scaffolding will be required and it is likely to take 7-8 years to restore all 28 shields. The Hatley Big Weekend will take place 26th-28th June.  A grant of £350 was given by the Gamlingay Community Wind Turbine tithe fund towards the composter toilet.  A Community Chest grant of £1500 has been applied for and awaiting approval.  Philippa asked the Parish Council to consider contributing funds and it was suggested by Cllr Smith that other grants may be available for such a project.
7. Village Enhancements

i. Speeding Solution Update – Cllr Pinney confirmed that, as the Village Group has floundered, the Council needs to determine the next step – 1. Go alone, 2. Find new partners to form another Village Group, 3. Seek an alternative solution. It was agreed that some expert assistance should be sought, although previous discussions considered the speeding sign to be the most cost effective solution.  Clerk to contact the new PCSO and Highways for advice on appropriate solution.
ii. Footpath maintenance between Hatley St. George and East Hatley – Clerk confirmed that quotations will require photographic evidence of the current condition.  A Tarmac surface will cost in the region of £20-25k based on a guide price from Highways. Cllr Pinney to consider cheaper options for surface materials, such as scalpings. Cllr Pinney questioned why the path, if owned by County Council, has not been maintained by them. Annual weed killing is proving ineffective. KW to contact CC Highways to ascertain ownership of the path. 
8. To receive notification of decisions or updates to planning applications

i.  S/0308/14/FL – Erection of dwelling at Barn Farm, East Hatley. Clerk confirmed that Planning Officer Paul Sexton will be contacting Mr and Mrs Hook in the next 2-3 weeks to discuss how they should proceed.
ii.  S/2429/13/FL – Storage facility for 42 caravans at Moat Farm, East Hatley. Appeal refused as per Cllr Kindersley’s comments – Minute 5.
iii.  Barn Farm – ‘Change of Use of Land’ instruction by SCDC Planning – SCDC will not be pursuing this instruction after Cllr Kindersley made them aware that equestrian activity was included in the original business plan.   After some discussion it was concluded that preventing vehicles from driving on verges was a matter for the community to deal with, through vigilance and communication amongst themselves.
iv.  Gamlingay Parish Council’s Proposed Designated Area for Planning. Clerk confirmed that the Consultation closed on 16th January and that a request was submitted to exclude 4 fields as instructed.
v.  SCDC monthly update (circulated by email) any other plans to note? Items of interest already discussed under Minute 5. 
9. Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership – Cllr Jenkins reported that this partnership is funded by SCDC and aims to help parish councils and residents find alternative energy solutions or improve efficiencies on current sources. Equipment can be borrowed, such as thermal imaging cameras, and presentations can be arranged. Cllr Jenkins will write an article for the village newsletter and arrange for promotional material for the Hatley Big Weekend Fete.

10. To consider any correspondence received
i. SCDC – Public Consultation – Using Article 4 Directions to help retain village pubs. This was discussed by Cllr Kindersley as per Minute 5.  Clerk confirmed that response forms were available to take from the meeting or can be found on the SCDC website. Council resolved to respond in favour of Article 4 Directions – Clerk to respond. 

ii. South Cambs Police Agile Working Opportunities - The Police are hoping to compile a list of hot spots across the area where officers can have access to Wi-Fi to enable them to spend more time working in the community. It was agreed that the village hall would be a good location as it would allow officers to witness the speeding problem.  Clerk to investigate Wi-Fi set up and maintenance costs. 
iii. Cambs CC – Small Grants Available for ‘End of WWII’ commemorative events - Further information on the County Council website for any interested parties.
11. To consider any matters relating to the Village Receive a report from HVA – Cllr Nickerson confirmed that in the past 12 months the HVA has organised a range of events including a Quiz Night, Wildlife Talk, Tempsford Airfield Talk and Christmas Tea. Funds raised by HVA in 2014 totals £1,040.00.  Events for 2015: Feb 7th Quiz Night, April History of Local farming, June 23rd Swiss Garden Talk, June 26th-28th Big Hatley Weekend (St George’s Church event - HVA to attend), September Wildlife Talk, December Christmas Tea.  Cllr Nickerson has requested 3 quotations to renovate the kitchen in the hall, responses are due soon. In January Mervyn Lack joined the Committee. Next meeting March 31st in the village hall at 19.30hrs, all welcome.
i. Wi-Fi / Solar Panel possibilities?

Further to Cllr Jenkins attendance at the SPEP event (Minute 9.) it was questioned whether there any ways that the village oil can cut costs or find alternative sources of energy. Cllr Astor agreed to determine whether Solar Panels would be a possibility at the back of the hall however the location of a large tree may prevent this.  As discussed (Minute 10. ii) the Council agreed to investigate the possibility of setting up Wi-Fi at the village hall, noting there may also be a commercial benefit for the hall.
12. To report any issues for the Village Playground - It was resolved to replace the two junior swing seats at a cost of approximately £80-100.  Clerk to measure size of existing swings seats and purchase replacements.  Cllr Nickerson will arrange for the metal protrusions to be fined down on the pole above the swings.  Clerk to inspect the netted area of the play tower in relation to comments from the previous RoSPA inspection.
13. To consider any matters relating to the Village Website

i. Receive an update on Grant Funding opportunities - Cllr Jenkins reported that grant funding is not possible at this stage as it only applies to new websites.  It is expected to cost £500 upwards for P. Mann to rebuild the site.   Cllr Jenkins will look for any further opportunities.
14. Finance Update

i. To consider payments for approval

a) K Wilde salary January – April - Resolved
b) K Wilde expenses October-January - Resolved
c) K Wilde Non-consolidated Payment as instructed by SLCC /NALC - Resolved
d) E.ON Direct Debits October – December - Resolved
e) Robert Dow –  Completion of Works to Village Notice Boards - Resolved
ii. To reconcile the Bank Account, including HVA funds, October - December 2014 - Resolved
iii. To approve the Precept requirement of £3,380 for 2015-16 - Resolved
15. Local Council Election due on Thursday 7th May – new candidates welcome. Clerk to advertise on village boards and website.  Formal papers will be issued by SCDC in due course.
16. Questions from the public
· Mr. Mann – Why is the collection of post in East Hatley at 7am/9am whilst Hatley St. George has collections late in the afternoon? Clerk to investigate if the collection actually takes place at that time and to request if a later collection is possible.

· Mr. Lack – Has there been any outcome regarding the BT phone box in East Hatley.  Clerk confirmed final decision by SCDC was to retain the service, but will check if it is possible for BT to challenge this.

· Mr. Lack - Is anybody aware of the torchlight seen in the fields and around Buff Wood in the evening? Possible dog walkers, however Cllr Astor requested that any concerns be reported to the Estate Office and encouraged people to remain vigilant.

· Mr. Mann – Commented that the resident who usually empties the bin in East Hatley is finding it full of bags of dog waste. Mrs Hook added that the area beyond the Palace has much waste on the ground. Clerk to investigate obtaining three dog waste bins – Hatley St. George Field, and either end of East Hatley.
· Mr. Mann - commented that the bridal path at the end of East Hatley is once again in a bad condition and a fence is broken.  Cllr Astor said this pathway belongs to County but will see what can be done when a chance arises towards the end of the winter.
· Mr. Mann reminded all that the Community Litter Pick due in March. Agreed a date of 15th March. Clerk to contact SCDC for sacks, pickers, sack rings and arrange collection.
17. To note the time of meeting closure – 9.24pm
Time and date of next Meeting (APM/AGM): 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th May 2015

These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

