
Hatley Parish Council

Clerk to the Council: Kim Wilde, 36 Fairfield, Gamlingay, Cambs, SG19 3LG

    Tel: 01767 650596   Email: hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council

7.30pm on Tuesday 21st July 2015 
MINUTES
In attendance:  Cllr M Eagle (Chair), Cllr A Pinney, Cllr N Jenkins, Cllr H Nickerson, Clerk to the Council K Wilde, District Cllr B Smith, County and District Cllr S Kindersley and 7 members of the public.

1. To receive apologies for absence – Cllr M Astor.

2. Interests

i. To receive declarations of interest:  None.

ii. To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda:  None.

3. Minutes of the AGM and APM, dated 19th May, to be agreed and signed:  Resolved.

4. To consider Matters Arising:

i. Use of Wi-Fi at Gamlingay Eco Hub by police officers for remote working. Police presence has increased, both inside the Hub and outside when closed.  Council agreed that costs are high, plus it is possible that a Wi-Fi hotspot may be established at Hatley Shop/Post Office.  No further action at this time.

ii. Risk assessment result: fire exit lights in the Village Hall to be repaired.  Cllr Nickerson confirmed that both lights will be replaced by Mr Flynn in due course.

iii. Cllr Jenkins questioned whether the Council might prefer to host the AGM and APM on separate days, as it was a late finish in May.  Council agreed to keep the meetings to the same night, with a 7pm start time for the APM. 

5. To receive a report from the County and District Councillors:
(Both Cllrs were absent from the meeting at this time – reports were given later in the meeting).

Cllr Smith covered the following issues: Local Plan update and subsequent speculative development in the area; District Boundary Review; potential development of local brown belt land for employment use – applications currently being made via Bedfordshire system and not via SCDC.

Cllr Kindersley covered the following issues:  Attempts to outsource part of the Cambridge Central Library are to be examined by an audit committee; exploration of devolution possibilities for Cambridge and Peterborough regarding fire, police and health services; the bureaucracy in the NHS preventing the release of S106 monies from the Station Road development to Gamlingay Greensands Medical Practice. 

6. Churches – To receive updates:

i. St. Denis’s Church 

Cllr Jenkins confirmed that the handover continues to be delayed.   (Cllr Smith joins the meeting).  The easement issue also remains outstanding.  Thanks were given to Peter Mann for his recent article on St Denis’s Church in The Post.  Rob Mungovan (SCDC) requested photographs of the recent clean-up of the church grounds to illustrate the use of the mower that was funded by SCDC (to be published on SCDC’s Facebook page).  Cllr Smith advised that Friends of Millbrook Meadows have been granted equipment, including a scythe, which can be loaned out to other community groups on request.

ii. Hatley St. George Church

Philippa Pearson gave thanks to all who helped with the recent Hatley Big Weekend, confirming that £850 was raised for the church.  Thanks were also given to Alistair Hobbs from Everton who helped cut the meadow.  Helpers are still needed for raking and for the scythe work due to take place in September.  Temporary drainage work is currently required and the grant for the composting toilet remains outstanding.  The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is the end of July.  Cllr Eagle and Cllr Jenkins gave thanks to Philippa for organising and hosting the fete weekend.

7. Village Enhancements:

i. Speeding Solutions – to consider funding opportunities and whether to proceed.

Clerk confirmed that a report received from SCDC today suggests that Fowlmere PC was granted Highways Improvement funding for moveable speeding signs.  Clerk to contact Fowlmere’s clerk to discuss their application.  Council resolved for Clerk to proceed with a Highways Improvement application for moveable speeding signs.  Clerk to contact PCSO Coppard to request costs and implementation of a traffic counter to measure volume and speed of traffic over a given week.  Clerk to request the presence of a police speed camera to support the application.  Clerk to contact SCDC regarding availability of 40mph stickers for use on residents’ wheelie bins.
ii. Footpath Maintenance – update on path between Hatley St. George and East Hatley.  The weeds have been cut and sprayed and the path has improved slightly.  Clerk confirmed that planings can be provided free of charge by SCDC for the path but the works would need to be actioned by the Parish Council.  Council agreed that planings are not the solution as it would not be suitable for use by bikes, prams and wheelchairs.  Also, the required work would be too big a task for volunteers.  Clerk to contact SCDC on a regular basis for progress updates regarding the repair of the path. 

iii. Dog Waste Signs and Bins – to consider purchases and implementation.  Council resolved to acquire two dog waste bins and three signs that state the penalty fines.  The bins are to be located by the Baulk and the footpath by the Old School House. Clerk to action.
iv. Gully Cleaning – update.

Clerk advised that the gully cleans have been requested for both Hatley St. George and East Hatley.  Residents confirmed that no clean has yet taken place.  Clerk to follow up. 

v. Notice Boards – to consider wider use by the general public.

Clerk suggested that, as the boards are usually full and often contain statutory council documents, maybe a community notice board could be established at the shop, which in turn may help increase the shop’s footfall. Mr Marshall confirmed this could be possible.

8. Village Shop Working Party: Cllr Eagle gave a brief report on the meeting that was held on Thursday 16th July regarding the future of the shop.  Cllr Jenkins volunteered to assist the Working Party when required.

9. To receive notification of decisions or updates to planning applications: SCDC monthly update (circulated by email) – no plans to note at this time.
10. To consider any matters relating to the Village Hall:

i. To receive a report from HVA 

Peter Mann confirmed that the next event ‘Lines in Nature’ (a talk about features of local landscape) will be held on Thursday 17th September. 

ii. New lease agreement – to review and resolve upon, if accepted.  The Council resolved to accept the Notice and Declaration Prior to Agreement Excluding Security of Tenure, which was signed by Cllr Eagle and the Clerk during the meeting.  The Notice and Declaration was issued to the Chair and Clerk on 1st July 2015.  The wording of the new lease agreement was reviewed by the Council.  It provides a new tenancy period of 7 years.  All other items contained within the lease remain unchanged in comparison to previous lease agreements, with the exception of the final section ‘Exclusion of sections 24-28 of the 1954 Act’.  The Council resolved to accept the lease.  This will be signed by the Chair and Clerk on 4th August, on completion of the 14 day notice period, as stated in the Notice and Declaration document.  Clerk to request permission from the landlord for the installation of a new kitchen, as per the agreement.

iii. In response to the query raised in January, Cllr Astor confirmed that the Village Hall Roof is not suitable for solar panels as it is shaded by a large tree.  
11. To report any issues for the village play area:

i.    Immediate replacement of the junior swing posts.

Clerk confirmed that a quotation has been received from Mr Dow for a replacement    frame for the junior swings.  The Council confirmed that two further quotes should be obtained before proceeding.  Clerk to issue tender letters.  Cllr Nickerson confirmed that the play area was inspected today.  There are no new issues to report.  The infant swing frame has had extra soil rammed into the ground surrounding the posts.

ii.   Plans for long term replacements and repairs.

Cllr Nickerson suggested that metal playground equipment is considered and will review playground equipment available from Wicksteed.  (Cllr Kindersley joined the meeting).  Further to discussions about the future of the play tower, the Council resolved to continue providing a play area for the community and agreed to consider funding in the next financial year, for replacement in the following year.
12. To consider matters relating to the village website:

i. Funding opportunities to create a new website.  Cllr Jenkins confirmed that £500 is the estimated cost for work.  There has not been any progress in seeking funding for this purpose but this will be investigated further and concluded upon at the next meeting.  It was agreed that a new website is of importance to the Council, the wider community and possibly for the future success of the village shop.

ii. To liaise with the Village Shop Working Party to provide progress updates, order forms and special offers.  To be arranged in due course, on completion of the village survey.
13. SCDC Parish Planning Forum Update:

i. Locality Working Team – Clare Gibbons is responsible for the south west patch to provide assistance with Parish Plans, Community Right to Bid/Challenge, Neighbourhood Plans and setting up local projects and initiatives with neighbouring parish councils.

ii. A presentation was given on Community Assets and Community Right to Bid. Parishes are urged to consider if their community assets (including pubs, shops and post offices) should be registered. 

iii. Speculative Development – Parish Councils are being advised to prepare for all eventualities as many speculative developments are being approved on appeal.  Therefore it is important to engage with developers, even if plans are opposed by the Parish Council to ensure that local concerns and S106 requirements can be considered.

iv. SCDC Planning Team is introducing a new paperless planning system.  This news met with objection from councillors and clerks at the forum.  It was agreed to discuss in greater detail at the next forum.  Workshops for the new system are due to be held in the spring.

14. To consider any correspondence received: 

i. Strawberry 50 Bike Event – Clerk advised that this event takes place on Sunday 6th September and passes through Hatley.  There is an official refreshment stop for cyclists at Hatley Village Hall. 

ii. CAPALC – Free paint for communities – Clerk advised that this scheme is available for community groups, offering cheap recycled paint and a monthly ‘prize draw’ for free paint.

15. Village Hall Electricity Supplier:  Clerk confirmed that the final outcome from the broker service was a contract renewal with E-ON.  The initial offering from Total Gas & Power was based on much higher consumption.  E-ON’s revised rates: Normal Units 11.98p per kWh (previously 17.24p) and Evening/Weekend Units 10.50p per kWh (previously 15.31p).  The Standing Charge remains unchanged at 27p per day.
16. Finance Update:

i.   To consider payments for approval

a) K Wilde salary July – September:  Resolved 
b) K Wilde expenses /overtime May – July: Resolved 
c) E-ON Direct Debits June £17.43 / July £14.63: Resolved

d) Gamlingay PCC – £108 Portable Toilet Hire for Village Fete: Resolved
ii.   To reconcile the Bank Account, including HVA funds, April – June  2015: Resolved
17. Questions from the public:

i. Overgrown hedge at the roadside close to Moat Farm – Cllr Eagle to speak to the owner of that piece of land, Holbeins Farm.
ii. Relocation of the War Memorial in Gamlingay to the new burial ground.  Residents commented on the visual significance within the community.  Cllr Eagle to prepare a letter to the Clerk of Gamlingay PC to object to the move. 

iii. New road layout entering Gamlingay from Hatley is considered to be both unclear and dangerous to road users.  The road is due to close for works to the bridge on the first weekend in August and Cllr Eagle suggested that signage may be clearer on the completion of works.  To reconsider at the next meeting.
18. To note the time of meeting closure: 9.40pm.

Time and date of next Meeting: 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th October 2015.

These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

