Hatley Parish Council

Clerk to the Council: Kim Wilde, 36 Fairfield, Gamlingay, Cambs, SG19 3LG

    Tel: 01767 650596   Email: hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council

7.30pm on Tuesday 20th October 2015 
MINUTES
In attendance:  Cllr M Eagle (Chair), Cllr A Pinney, Cllr N Jenkins, Cllr H Nickerson, Cllr M Astor, Clerk to the Council K Wilde, County and District Cllr S Kindersley (late arrival) and 7 members of the public.
1. To receive apologies for absence.  None received prior to the meeting. 


Cllr Kindersley expected to arrive later in the meeting, due to other parish council meetings.
2. Interests:

i. To receive declarations of interest – Cllr Astor confirmed his interest in the planning application due to be discussed (Agenda item 9.i.).

ii. To receive and consider dispensation applications for items on this agenda.  None received.

3. Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting dated 21st July 2015 to be agreed and signed.  RESOLVED.
4. To consider Matters Arising.  None.

5. To receive a report from the County and District Councillors. 
Not present - deferred to later in the meeting. 
6. Churches – To receive updates:

i. St. Denis’ Church 

The handover from SCDC to Friends of Friendless Churches has made no further progress.  The Church Commissioner’s Solicitors are still reviewing the papers.  Cllr Jenkins informed the Council of a burial that took place on 12th October and gave thanks to Peter, Becky and David for their help with mowing and tidying the grounds before the event.

ii. Hatley St. George Church – Event dates were confirmed as 25th October and 5th December with full details on the village website.

7. Village Enhancements:

i. To receive an update on speeding - Speedwatch / Highways Improvement Application.

Clerk confirmed that the initial request for speed checks and equipment monitor traffic volume had been unsuccessful.  However further discussions with the Police Speedwatch Co-ordinator Brian Robins led to a speed check taking place in October, with enforcement action being taken against some drivers.  The police officer intends to return for another speed check in the near future.  Speedwatch is now used by many parishes as a deterrent, not just a means to quantify the problem. 

The Clerk confirmed that the Local Highways Improvement (LHI) application, for the purchase and installation of the movable speeding signs, is being drafted for submission at the end of the month.  Council RESOLVED to contribute 20% of the project costs should the application be approved.

The Clerk confirmed that the speed limit stickers for wheelie bins cost approximately £5.50 for 2 (including delivery) if bought online.  SCDC does not supply these.  The Police Speedwatch co-ordinator has been contacted for this purpose.  Council RESOLVED to proceed to purchase the stickers for residents, should none be available free of charge.
ii. To receive an update on footpath maintenance.

Cllr Pinney gave an update, further to his recent meeting with the Highways maintenance team.  3 solutions are available – 1. Do nothing.  2. Accept planings from SCDC and arrange and fund appropriate works.  3. Request LHI funding (max. £10k) in 2017-18.  Council RESOLVED to take no action at this time but to reconsider for LHI application next autumn.

iii. To receive an update on dog litter signs and bins.

Clerk confirmed that the locations had been agreed with SCDC, who are due to instruct their contractors any time now.  Locations (as minuted 21st July) to be Baulk Lane in Hatley St. George and the public footpath, near the Old School House in East Hatley.  Mr Gouldson spoke to confirm that the latter location was an error; the residents at the Old School House do not wish to have a bin close to their property.  The Clerk apologised for the confusion and error, as many locations had been suggested in the last meeting.  The Clerk confirmed that the Council did not want to place the new dog bin next to the phone box as there is already a waste bin located there.  Clerk to seek a new location on the path, away from the Old School House, and contact SCDC to make alternative arrangements.  A third dog waste bin was requested again for East Hatley, to be placed at the end of East Hatley.  Clerk to determine costs and arrange a site meeting with SCDC to reconfirm locations for all bins.

iv. To receive an update on gully cleaning.

Clerk advised that the two problem areas were dealt with in September (outside St George’s Church and the Estate Office).  Other checks had taken place.  Residents need to notify County Council of any issues as no further checks are planned for this year.  Cllr Astor informed the Clerk that there had been roots discovered in the gully outside the church.  Clerk to investigate what further action is being taken.

8. Village Shop Working Party: 

i. To receive an update.

Cllr Eagle confirmed that the questionnaire, newsletter articles and sign outside the shop have helped to generate an increase in footfall.  The veggie boxes that were suggested in the surveys are available.  However orders are yet to be received.  An arrangement has been agreed between the landlord and tenant which secures the shop for another two years. 

ii. To discuss further action, if required.

To continue encouraging business from local residents and passing traffic.

Mick Marshall is meeting with Royal Mail next week regarding parcel deliveries.

9. Planning:

i. To consider planning application S/2226/15/FL Hatley Estate Office, Main Street, Hatley St. George - Rear Single Level Extension.
Cllr Astor gave a brief summary of why the proposed extension is required and what materials would be used.   He was then requested to leave the meeting so that the application could be openly discussed.  It was RESOLVED to approve the planning application as it was required for valid business reasons, would have no impact on the surrounding area and was designed in keeping with its rural location.  Clerk to respond to SCDC.  Cllr Astor advised the Council that the deadline has been extended to 21st November.
ii. To receive notice of planning decision for S/1803/15/FL 35 East Hatley.  SCDC approved.

iii. To consider SCDC’s Monthly Update (circulated by email), if applicable.  Nothing at this time.
iv. To consider South Cambs District Council’s consultation on Planning Delegation.

The Clerk explained that the original consultation stated that the Local Member would be the referral between Parish Council and the Planning Officer, in cases where the Parish Council wants an application to be considered by the Planning Committee.  However at a meeting last week SCDC confirmed that it is considering a change of direction and it was agreed by the Council to await further clarification from Cllr Kindersley on his arrival. 

10. To consider any matters relating to the Village Hall:

i. To receive a report from Hatley Village Association

The ‘Lines in Nature’ talk in September was greatly received but it was not well attended.  Proposed events: 6th December Xmas Tea, 6th February Hatley Quiz.  Cllr Astor will consider giving a talk on local farming.

ii. To note the signing of the lease agreement.

The new lease was signed by the Chairman and Clerk on 4th August 2015 and has since been completed by all parties, with a copy held.

iii. To receive an update on the Awards for All application, if available.

Correspondence was received yesterday to confirm that £9,928 has been granted.  Those involved were congratulated.
11. To report any issues for the Village Play Area:

i.    To consider quotations received for replacement junior swing posts.

The Clerk advised that a late tender had been received from Mr Wright.  Due to recent research by Cllr Nickerson on Wicksteed products, the merits of metal play equipment were discussed.  The Council RESOLVED to remove the junior swings with immediate effect and to seek to install a new metal framed play area in 2016-17.  Mr Wright’s tender remained unopened as the wooden frame is no longer required.  Clerk to advise Mr Dow and Mr Wright and thank them for their quotations.
ii.    To consider plans for long term replacements.

Clerk to arrange a meeting with Wicksteed to review designs.  Clerk to organise a survey of local families to determine which play equipment is considered to be most popular. The outcome of the survey will be discussed at the next meeting. Funding for replacement equipment will be sought in 2016-17.

12. To consider matters relating to the Village Website:

i. To receive an update on funding opportunities for a new website.

Funding does not appear to be available for website projects unless it is a brand new set-up.  Peter Mann confirmed that the cost for the project would be £750.00.  Cllr Jenkins to consider one further funding opportunity.  A survey may be issued to residents.  It was suggested that a small advertising space for local businesses may help to generate the funds required for improvements.  Council RESOLVED for the Chairman and Clerk to consider the financial standing of the Council, taking into account the other projects that are planned, to ascertain whether the improvements could be funded in part, if not in full by the Parish Council. 

13. Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership:

i. To note membership.  Hatley Parish Council has joined the partnership with the Clerk as the main contact.

ii. To receive SPEP correspondence

iii. To discuss thermal imaging camera availability
Cllr Astor gave feedback on the benefits and ease of using a thermal imaging camera, supplied free of charge by SCDC.  Mr. O’Sullivan discussed the benefits of using the electricity monitors, one of which is available to borrow, held by Cllr Jenkins.

14. To consider any correspondence received:

i. Cambridgeshire County Council’s Voluntary Gritting Scheme 

Cllr Eagle to volunteer for East Hatley.
ii. SCDC Gambling Act Consultation.  No comment by the Council.

iii. Overhanging trees and hedges in Hatley St. George 

Residents urged to cut back trees and bushes on their boundary which impacts passing traffic or pedestrians.  County Council Highways team has visited some local residents to give guidance.  Letters may be issued by the Parish Council making such requests.  Chairman to contact Mrs Horsford to seek permission to routinely cut back the hedges that impede the view of the road at the T-Junction in East Hatley.

3 public members left the meeting.

iv. Connecting Cambridgeshire broadband update.  Hatley has been noted as a priority case, dates to be confirmed but should be earlier in 2016 than previously thought.

v. Cambridgeshire County Council’s Public Consultation on 2016/17 Budget Plan.  Residents are encouraged to complete the online survey.  Posters will be on the notice boards and details are on the village website. 

15. To consider the new road layout by Millbrook Meadows, Gamlingay.  It was confirmed that County Council may request a widening of this stretch of road to allow for farming vehicles to pass safely. 

16. Finance Update:

i. To consider payments for approval:

a) K Wilde –  Salary October to December to include annual pay increase

b) K Wilde – Expenses /overtime July – September

c) MRL Astor – Village Hall Water Rates – £21.17
d) Mr. A Pinney – Village Hall Heating Oil – £155.98
e) Chubb Fire & Security – Village Hall Annual Maintenance/Parts – £150.72
f) Claranet – Website Annual Fee  – £44.30

g) E-ON – Direct Debits July to September – £2.33/ £7.46 / £11.76 / £12.16
RESOLVED to approve all payments. 

ii. To reconcile the bank account, including HVA funds, July to September 2015

Differences accounted for by late credits and debits.  Accounts balance as of 01.10.15. 

RESOLVED to approve, signed by Chairman and Cllr Astor.
iii. To note VAT Reclaim 2014-15.  £342.78 credited 20.07.15
iv. To note CAPALC overpayment.  Awaiting refund of £45.51

v. To note Annual Audit completion: approved.

vi. To note pension enrolment obligations by the Council.  Clerk advised that the Council is required to automatically enrol those who are eligible into a workplace pension scheme and contribute to it.  Clerk has communicated with The Pensions Regulator but no further action is required at this time. 

Cllr Kindersley joined the meeting at this time and was invited to speak.  Apologies were given on behalf of Cllr Smith.  Two key points raised, firstly the public consultation on Cambs County Council’s budget 2016-17 and secondly the consultation by SCDC on changes to Planning Delegation, on which the Council sought further clarification.  The Council RESOLVED to object to SCDC’s planning delegation proposal (see 9. iv.)
17. To receive questions from the public.

· Could a defibrillator be located at the Village Hall?  Other parishes have made these available.  Yes this is something that could be investigated further.

· Is it okay for residents to cut the grass verge that surrounds the salt bin, as the grass has been left long by the County Council, despite a request to cut it further?  Yes this is acceptable; many residents already look after the verge outside their property.

· Can anyone explain the sudden electricity cuts that occur?  Considered to be kit failure, as often the electricity is back within a moment.

18. To note the time of meeting closure.  9.50pm.

19. To agree the time and date of the next meeting: - 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th January 2016.

These minutes are published and provided, and may be used, only on the basis that the user assumes all responsibility for any loss, damage or consequence resulting directly or indirectly from them or their use. For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Hatley Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk.

