ST MARY’S GAMLINGAY, HATLEY
ST GEORGE & ST MARY’S EVERTON

Weekly newsletter 20 November 2020

Dear all,
With Hilary taking a well-earned break for a couple of weeks, it is down to the churchwardens to write the leading
article for the Newsletters for the next two weeks.

Chris writes:
One question on many of our minds at this time is what Christmas is going to be like this year and, at the moment,
none of us can be sure. One thing which is becoming more and more likely is that it will be quite different from all
those celebrations we have been a part of in the past. But the way things are going with the current lockdown in
force, is that all long-term planning has to be put on hold. We simply have to plan one step at a time. So, if how we
celebrate Christmas this year is an uncertainty at the moment, perhaps it might be good to concentrate on the more
immediate time of Advent. In fact certain members of the Church of England have been questioning whether the
government has any right to prevent us from worshipping in our own churches at the moment and whether this is an
infringement of our civil liberties. But some in the church are also saying that we should make the most of Advent
and then, in whatever way possible, we can turn our attention to Christmas. The recently retired Bishop of
Huntingdon, Dr David Thomson, now an assistant bishop in the diocese of Hereford, wrote in the Church Times last
week: “Advent takes us slowly and carefully through the Bible’s story of how we got into this pickle we call life, and
how God’s plan to join us in it, and raise us from it, came to pass. There are four Sundays, four themes and sets of
readings, four candles to light on our kitchen tables and in our street windows to speak of hope, peace, joy, and love.
Then, at Christmas, the Great Twelve Days of Feasting can begin.”
As you will be aware, each Sunday in the church’s year has a name and this coming Sunday is the Sunday next before
Advent when we celebrate Christ the King. There are several plans for Advent when we celebrate the coming of
Christ both at Christmas and at his second coming (sometimes known as the Parousia). We shall be putting up our
Advent windows in local shops and houses as we have done for the past few years to send a message to the
community that Christmas is coming. We shall also be having bible study groups where we will discuss the gospel
readings for Advent and what they mean for us. Inevitably these meetings will be via Zoom and will be on Tuesday
evenings at 7.30pm (beginning on 1 December). They will be Benefice meetings also open to our friends at the
Baptist Church. There is also the possibility of a session on a Thursday morning. If you would like to be involved in
any way, please either let me know (contact details at the end of this Newsletter) or sign up on the notice in church.
In this way we can keep in touch and pass on any appropriate information either by email, telephone, or hard copy
through your door.
Happy Advent!!

Alec writes:
I hope you are aware that St. Mary’s Church in Gamlingay remains open for individual prayer, though not for
services. It will be open daily from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Please observe social distancing when visiting.

Fundraising Activities
Grand Christmas Draw
Most people in Gamlingay and the Hatleys will have now received a letter containing
a book of Grand Christmas Draw raffle tickets and a questionnaire. If you require
more raffle tickets to sell to friends and family please either contact me or pick them
up from the back of St. Mary’s Church. Please take a few minutes to complete the questionnaire as the PCC need the
results to help prioritise future re-ordering work.

Christmas Catalogue
Normally at this time we would be finalising the details of the Christmas Fayre. As this
cannot happen, a catalogue has been compiled. Most of you will have received a copy of
the catalogue via email, if not, please contact me (there are also paper copies available
if required).

St. Mary’s Church - Urgent Repairs
During the lead theft a couple of years ago some of the stone parapets were damaged. The repairs are
now urgent and the PCC has agreed that these must be done before further deterioration takes place
over the winter. A building contractor has been appointed and the work, which is on the south side of
the church building is due to commence on 26th November and should be completed before Christmas.
Please be aware that scaffolding will be in place for the duration of the work, if you happen to see any
unusual activity, outside normal working hours, please contact the police urgently.

Jane Butcher writes from Everton :
Everton Parochial Church Council wish to thank all those who contributed and helped with ‘Gift Day’, achieving a
record sum of £3,275 : The Barnabas Oley Trust, Jam and plant producers, supported by the Manor Farm shop,
Everton Parish Council, Everton Village Society and Everton Heath Primary School for their Harvest Produce. You
have enabled St Mary’s Church to continue to be there for the Village. Thank you so much!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

This Sunday…..Stir up Sunday
This Sunday is the last Sunday in the annual church calendar. On Sunday 29th we begin Advent.
As well as making the Christmas pudding, Stir up Sunday is a day when we are meant to encourage
each other, when we remind ourselves that Christ is our King, as Chris said above. It is a day when
we draw close to Advent, that season in which we prepare ourselves for the coming of King Jesus at
Christmas.
Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing
forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Millers’ Covid Kitchen!
Valerie and Chris had arranged to have a new kitchen fitted with the work due to take place in
April of this year. Needless to say that didn’t happen! Eventually lockdown was eased and
new plans were made for it to be done in October. Wisely, they went away to escape the
disruption at home. The work was finally completed just one day before we were all plunged
back into lockdown. How’s that for timing? The only problem now is that Chris says he can’t
find anything!

Before

After

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Coopers’ Fungi Photo Gallery!

Razor strop fungus

Fly agaric

Bracket fungus

Puffballs

Lovely pictures all taken by Jan and Rod during a walk at the RSPB Lodge in Sandy.
And this beautiful Christmas wreath knitted by Jan for her grandchildren.

Please contact Brenda Elcome with anything you would like to go in the
weekly newsletter by TUESDAY EVENING
Brenda.elcome@ymail.com or phone 650489

============================================

A reminder of some key contact details:
Hilary Young, Parish Priest
Alec Hissett, Gamlingay/Hatley
Churchwarden
Chris Miller, LLM/Reader,
Gamlingay/Hatley Churchwarden
Valerie Miller, ALM Pastoral
Dawn Martin, Gamlingay/Hatley PCC
Secretary
Jane Gurney, Everton Churchwarden
Ann Naseby, Everton PCC Secretary
Ian Parker, Treasurer to both PCCs
Jane Butcher, Everton Assistant
Churchwarden

hilaryafyoung@gmail.com
alechissett@hotmail.com

650587
650052

cfm55@btinternet.com

650779

vjm55@btinternet.com
dawnbeckymartin@aol.com

650779
652832

annpnaseby@btinternet.com
iangparker@hotmail.com
jane.butcher59@googlemail.com

652992
680105

And a reminder about giving donations to the church.
Our preferred method of receiving funds is directly into the PCC bank account. The details are:
Barclays Bank
Sort code: 20-74-81
Account no: 30122807
Account name: Gamlingay with Hatleys PCC
If you feel able, please put your name or any other short text in the reference box of the payment. If you are unable to pay online,
cash and cheques are still very welcome. Either put through Hilary’s door or Ian’s (16 Brockwood Close).

THANK YOU.

