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From Hilary
As we are meeting after this letter goes to press to finalise procedures for this next phase of Covid management,
there will be stickers available in church for those who wish to alert others to their level of safety requirements. A
note of the meaning of the stickers will be circulated with the service information and will be available in church.
Those of us who have responsibility for safety decisions in church are acutely aware of the way in which the
pandemic has produced new fault lines in our relationships as views, strongly and honestly held, impinge on one
another’s actions.

Harvest Suppers are advertised elsewhere. Do be in touch with the organisers to book tickets and/or to help
with catering arrangements. All the Benefice churches will be decorated for Harvest on Friday and Saturday 1st and
2nd October. Check with the coordinators in each place - all contributions very welcome.
• Gamlingay - Anne Clarke 651932
• Everton - Sue Alexander 01767 699729
• Hatley - Penny Hewlett 01767 650278
We will be accepting donations at the services or beforehand of fresh and preserved goods, including toiletries.
These will go directly (or indirectly if they are sold when the income will go as a donation) to charities supporting
those in need. In Gamlingay this will be Niassa and the Gamlingay Food project, in Everton the Prebend Centre in
Bedford.
Harvest of Talents
After a couple of difficult years with our churches having to work hard to make ends
meet, I am again making donations via the people of the churches based on the teaching
of Jesus in the Parable of the Talents. The landowner goes away, giving his servants
different amounts of money to invest and when he returns he commends the industry of
those who have increased the money they have been given. The one who buries the
money and returns it unused is in trouble and what was given to him is handed to the one who received the most
and therefore made the most. I will be giving out up to £100 each to Gamlingay and Everton, and £50 in Hatley.
Those amounts I can gift-aid. However, I will be giving the money via anyone who tells me they would like to take it
and make it work, so the final total has the possibility of being much more than £300.
Last time some people did the challenge without physically taking my money but, by all the means used, the overall
result was to increase the value of my gift by over fourfold. Some people simply matched the donation while others
thought of imaginative ways to increase the value of the gift - making and selling things, using the ‘talent’ money for
the raw materials for instance. I look forward to sharing what people have achieved (unless you don’t want others to
know of course) - so get your thinking caps on and let me know the value of the talent you want to use. I will be
giving out on Harvest Sunday and looking to collect back by the beginning of the new Church year. This money will
go to the work of the churches of the people who take the money. It will be for the PCCs to decide exactly how it is
used. In Gamlingay that is likely to be the roof and window repair work; at Everton it might be the work on the clock;
in Hatley it could boost the building fund against the moneys needed towards drainage work on the church.

A reminder again
We are still following a post lockdown temporary service pattern which is likely to continue in October as
consultation takes place. What works well in this for you? What could be improved? What might we need to add or
leave out in order to give proper space and welcome to more people in finding God in worship? As you reflect on
what works for you personally, do have prayerful thought for others who may have similar needs/preferences, but in
areas which conflict with yours. My prayer is that we learn how to love one another as Christ loves us, enabling us to
be generous to others even when that hospitality is costly to ourselves and, likewise, to be grateful to others when
they show hospitality to us.

This Week
Sunday 26th September Trinity 17
9.30am
Eucharist at Gamlingay and on Zoom
11.15am
Eucharist at Everton
(No evening service arranged for this day)
Wednesday 29th September
9.30am
Midweek Communion at Gamlingay and on Zoom
Meeting ID: 857 7959 5724. Passcode: 958554

Next Week
Sunday 3rd October Harvest Festival Weekend
8.00am
Said BCP Communion at Hatley
9.30am
Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist with Baptism of at Gamlingay and on Zoom
4.00pm
Harvest Thanksgiving at Everton

Tuesday Bible Studies continue on Zoom for the time being, with plans for face-to-face meetings in Advent.

A reminder of Churches Opening times
Everton church open Friday - Monday.
Hatley church can be opened on request, open Sunday 3rd with harvest
decorations.
Gamlingay church daily 10am-5pm

GOOD NEWS!
I am pleased to report that our grant application to the Garfield Weston Foundation, for
replacing the roof lead and repairs to the windows, has been successful and we have been
awarded £15,000 towards the cost. This is great news and I am hopeful that we will receive
similar positive news from the outstanding requests.
Alec Hissett.

GUILD OF ST MARY
We were privileged to welcome ‘Two Lads and a Laptop’
to our meeting on Monday. If you weren’t there you
missed a real treat.
Mike and Nick are both very talented musicians. They
combined forces at the beginning of 2020 but then along came the pandemic and all the
restrictions it brought with it. Although they have been able to meet and have produced
some fantastic videos, they have not been able to put on a live performance until Monday.
So, we were fortunate indeed.
If you haven’t come across them, may I suggest you look them up on Facebook
The next meeting of Guild will be 18th October when we will have a speaker on ‘Hedgerow
Herbals’.
Valerie Miller
____________________________________________________________________________________________

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS
A reminder………
Everton’s Harvest Supper will take place on Saturday, 2nd October, 7pm in the Village Hall.
Contact : Manor Farm, 07967 445223
Gamlingay and Hatley will be holding a Harvest Supper Party the following Saturday, 9th
October starting at 4pm, at St. Mary’s Church Hall.
•
•
•
•
•

A variety of activities suitable for all ages.
Children’s crafts.
Fun puzzles/quizzes
5pm – Hog Roast (veggie option available), followed by Apple Pie, Cheese and Biscuits,
Tea and Coffee.
COST : Adults £10, Children £5, Family £25 – bring your own drink.

To book your place/ticket please contact us on : Phone - 01767 651238 or 07860 575342
Email - crofty1113@gmail.com
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Another chuckle from Anne Bunker……

St Mary’s Tea Room
At the Village Show
We asked for cakes and you delivered again - thank you to everyone who helped in any
way. We also have a couple of new, younger members of the team whose cheerful
smiles and hard work were much appreciated!
Photos from Ros Hissett

A reminder of some key contact details:
Hilary Young, Parish Priest
Chris Miller, LLM/Reader,
Gamlingay/Hatley Churchwarden
Nick Ingles, Gamlingay/Hatley
Churchwarden
Valerie Miller, Pastoral
Sandra Macrow, LLM Children and
Families’ minister
Dawn Martin, Gamlingay/Hatley PCC
Secretary
Jane Gurney, Everton Churchwarden
Alec Hissett

hilaryafyoung@gmail.com
cfm55@btinternet.com

650587
650779

nickingles@me.com

dawnbeckymartin@aol.com

07828
934003
650779
07958
710703
652832

alechissett@hotmail.com

650052

vjm55@btinternet.com
sandramacrow@btinternet.com

Please let Brenda have any articles or pictures
by Tuesday evening each week to Brenda.elcome@ymail.com

